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The 2015 Hurricane Season Has Arrived 

Georgetown County Emergency Management 

The official start of the 2015 season is June 1
st

 -- but it began early this year when 

Tropical Storm Ana formed on May 7
th

 off the southeast Atlan&c coast and made 

landfall May 10
th

 on the North-South Carolina border. Georgetown County was 

blessed to have suffered only heavy rains (3.95” throughout the County) and high 

wind gusts (48 mph at Winyah Bay). 

Despite the early start, this summer is not expected to be an especially busy one 

in the Atlan&c. Colorado State University released its annual forecast in April. Their researchers are pre-

dic&ng one of the least ac&ve seasons since the middle of the 20
th

 century, with seven named tropical 

storms, three hurricanes, and only one major hurricane. El Niño is ac&ve in the Pacific, and El Niño years 

typically translate into quiet hurricane seasons in the Atlan&c.  On average, the bulk of the season ramps 

up in August, reaches a peak in September, then begins to slow down in October. Of course, individual sea-

sons may not follow this &meline. 

Remember that even a quiet season can have one devasta&ng storm hit. That is what happened when An-

drew smashed into parts of Miami in 1992; it was the second costliest hurricane on record, in a below av-

erage year for overall hurricane ac&vity.  According to Greg Fugate, Director of FEMA, "A forecast is not an 

outcome.…You get ready every year for hurricane season…Get ready now, know what you're going to do." 

The following is the list of names that will be used for named storms that form in the North Atlan&c in 

2015: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a few new products available from the Na&onal Hurricane Center this season. For storms ap-

proaching the U.S. coast, storm surge watches and warnings will now be issued. This can be different from 

the areas under a hurricane watch or warning, and should prove to be a very valuable separate product. 

Storm surge is the number one killer in hurricanes, ahead of rain, surf, and wind. 

In the past, the Na&onal Hurricane Center’s 5-day tropical weather outlook has been available by text, and 

the graphical outlook historically covered out to two days. This year, 2-day and 5-day graphical outlooks 

are available. Also, each season, the “cone of uncertainty” changes size. The cone’s size is based on actual 

track forecast errors averaged over the previous five seasons, and will be the same size for all storms this 

season. Most importantly, note that the cone does not include any informa&on on impacts or storm size. 

The cone is designed to show 2/3 probability of where the center of the storm will track, based on errors 

from the past five years. 

Other important things to remember are which hurricane evacua&on zone you live and work in, your evac-

ua&on route, and the loca&on of designated evacua&on shelters.  Visit www.ready.gov or contact 

Georgetown County Emergency Management for more informa&on on how to get your family – and pets – 

ready for any type of disaster. 

Ana Danny Grace Joaquin Mindy Peter Teresa 

Bill Erika Henri Kate Nicholas Rose Victor 

ClaudeOe Fred Ida Larry OdeOe Sam Wanda 



Ethics in the Fire Service 

BC Jeff Pifer, Midway Fire Rescue 

Discussing ethics can be a boring subject. Ethics a broad category that entails many facets of our daily 

life and work. Our ethics are challenged in many ways as a firefighter/officer. Firefighters have the privi-

lege of being respected by the community we serve. That is why when a firefighter breaks the public’s 

trust it oQen ends up in the news.  

In the Fire Sta&on 

The fire sta&on is where we work, live, train, sleep and yes even play some&mes. It is where lifelong 

friendships are developed or poor rela&onships are made.  So it is important to make good ethical deci-

sions even away from the incident scene.  

Officers are oQen challenged with the issue of fairness. Will you treat everyone the same or do you bend 

the rules for someone your par&cularly close to or enjoy working with?  A simple example is your buddy 

is a couple minutes late for duty. Do you document it? And complete paperwork?  What would you do 

for a firefighter who you’re not that close to?   

Giving someone a pass on something like being a few minutes late for work will only lead to that person 

expec&ng a pass every &me or others crying foul when you enforce the rules as your supposed to. Sud-

denly your integrity is ques&oned when you 

were just trying to do someone a favor. 

When it comes to enforcing the rules or policies 

for daily tasks like Repor&ng for Duty, Physical 

Training, Truck Checks, Safety Equipment Use 

and EMS Documenta&on you must make the 

parameters clear and enforce them the same for 

everyone. 

Don’t let your integrity be ques&oned because 

you wanted to be nice. 

This is what sets the fire service apart.  

Communica)on: Not Just for the Fire Ground 

Lt. Brian Ullom, GCFE 

For many of us communica&on means being able to inform other responding units as to our status. But did 

you ever think it could be used for the same thing when dealing with our spouses or significant others?  

How oQen do you and your spouse or significant other spend &me talking about your status (feelings)? One of 

the main causes for divorce for emergency responders is that we don’t give our beOer halves OUR STATUS 

UPDATE.  We tend not to divulge our feelings aQer a major call because we lie to ourselves and say that I’m 

fine, or I can handle it. Believe it or not our significant others know when we’re having issues and they don’t 

know how to get us to talk about it to them.  

My sugges&on is to try and arrange a date night at least twice a month where it’s just the two of you. Spend 

&me debriefing yourself with them and they with you. You’ll find that by doing this you’ll be able to find peace 

with those demons that follow you and them. And preOy soon you’ll see that your marriage is stronger know-

ing that you and your partner are an effec&ve team because all units know what the current status is.  



Drownings 

Lt. Lesley Eastham, GCFE 

Drowning is classically defined as death from suffocation due to submersion. Drowning is the third 

leading cause of accidental death and kills approximately 10 people per day in the United States, 

with children younger than 5 being the most at risk. After car accidents, drowning is the most com-

mon cause of preventable death among children. Additionally, for every child who dies from drown-

ing, another five receive emergency department care for nonfatal submersion injuries. These non-

fatal drowning injuries can cause severe brain damage that may result in long-term disabilities, 

memory loss and permanent loss of basic functioning. Most laypersons are aware of the obvious 

signs of drowning and know an individual can drown after they are pulled from the water, but few 

are aware of the signs and symptoms.   

A “wet drowning” is commonly characterized by fluid being aspirated into the lungs. The primary 

cause of any drowning though is the individual not getting enough oxygen, whether or not water 

has entered the lungs. A laryngospasm can result, commonly thought of as a “dry” drowning, due to 

irritation to the larynx or vocal chords, causing a severe muscle spasm preventing the aspiration of 

fluids but additionally inhibiting respiration. Symptoms of laryngospasm in children: stridor (high-

pitched breathing), gasping or coughing, sitting upright in effort to obtain more oxygen, turning blue, 

becoming abnormally sleepy or incontinent. These symptoms can present immediately after a child 

is removed from water or, although rarely, up to 24 hours after the event.  

Secondary drowning, also known as delayed drowning, occurs after a small amount of liquid has 

entered the lungs and removed surfactant coating the alveoli, in turn prohibiting the lungs from 

properly absorbing oxygen. Individuals suffering from delayed drowning can be observed coughing 

for a minute or more after being removed from water or be found with foam developing around their 

mouths. Ultimately, they will present with similar symptoms to that of a laryngospasm, as oxygen 

depletion is the underlying cause. These individuals obviously need immediate medical attention 

and will require supplemental oxygen until their surfactant regenerates. In some instances, they 

may even require a ventilator.  

Become familiar with the signs and symptoms of drowning, as well as your drowning protocols. Be 

prepared for a possible drowning victim in any scene, not just at pools and near bodies of water. 

90% of drownings occur in freshwater and for persons with seizure disorders it is the most common 

cause of unintentional injury death, with the bathtub being the site of highest risk. Most importantly, 

educate your community to properly recognize and prevent drowning emergencies.  

 

Access the following links for additional resources, facts and tips:  

http://www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecreationalSafety/Water-Safety/waterinjuries-factsheet.html 

https://www.yahoo.com/health/yes-you-can-drown-on-land-heres-how-121345539387.html 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db149.pdf 

http://listverse.com/2014/06/02/10-disturbing-facts-about-drowning/ 



Vehicular Hyperthermia 

BC Brent McClellan, Midway Fire Rescue 

We ran this ar&cle last year and I feel that with the summer season in full effect it should be viewed again. 

I could not find any new numbers from recent research but as everyone knows this is s&ll a terrible topic 

discussed in the news. These incidents are true emergencies and need to be treated as such.  

These types of incidents are becoming more prevalent across the na&on including our area. With the child 

safety seat rules of children being placed in the back seat they are oQen forgot about. Na&onal research 

has shown that during the mid 1990s there were less than 10 pediatric deaths per year due to vehicular 

hyperthermia. Between 1998 and 2012 this number has increased to an average of 38 pediatric deaths per 

year. Remember, these numbers only account for deaths and not injury or hospitaliza&ons. Research also 

shows that the inside air temperature of a vehicle parked in the sun with variable outside temperatures 

increased by approximately 20 degrees in only 10 minutes. AQer 20 minutes, the inside air temperature 

was 29 degrees higher than the ambient air temperature. With our summer temperatures, aQer only 10 

minutes it is quite possible to have an interior vehicle temperature well over 100 degrees. Just a brief stay 

inside the vehicle may place a child at risk of heatstroke. 

These calls for assistance need to be taken very serious. While responding, gain info from dispatch and 

know what your outside temperatures are. Upon arrival, a quick assessment of the situa&on needs to be 

completed without delay. Look inside. Is the child alert? Are they swea&ng? Is the vehicle running with air 

condi&oning in place, or are the windows cracked? Answers to these ques&ons will dictate your ac&ons. 

You may need to immediately take a window out to gain access. You may have &me to aOempt use of the 

Big Easy Tool, which is a very quick vehicle entry device that you need to ensure all personnel are trained 

to operate. Just like everything else in our profession, when in doubt, don’t delay. If the tool is not working 

quickly or you have even mild difficulty - break the glass. Keep safety in mind at all &mes when breaking 

glass and start at the furthest point away from the child. The child will require a full assessment including 

temperature. If needed, follow protocol for heat-related symptoms. Treat these calls seriously and be pre-

pared.  

2015 Deaths as of 6/12/2015. For Addi&onal Resources: noheatstroke.org 



Emergency Services EOQ for the 1st Quarter 2015: Joseph Williamson   
Sam Hodge, Emergency Manager 

Job &tle: Technical Systems Administrator                                                                                     
Department/Division: Emergency Services/Midway Fire Rescue                                                                                    
Employed with County since 2001                                                                                          
Posi&ons held within County:  
 • Volunteer Firefighter with Georgetown County Fire EMS 
 • 911 Dispatcher  
 • Technical Systems Administrator Midway Fire Rescue     
 • Georgetown Community Emergency Response Team                                                                                
 
Joseph works in the communica&ons arena for Midway Fire Rescue while also providing assistance to all Emergency Ser-
vices divisions. Du&es involve the maintenance and installa&on of computers, radio equipment and training of the devic-
es.    

Vigilant Guard 
The South Carolina Na&onal Guard conducted the Vigilant Guard exercise as a Joint Interagency training exercise on 
March 6-12, 2015, in South Carolina with the base of the exercise being conducted in Georgetown County to exercise, 
assess and improve the integra&on of interagency partnerships, with FEMA Region IV, Local, State, Federal and Civilian 
Partners and synchronize opera&ons with emergency responders and the valida&on of everyone’s All Hazards Response 
and Plans. 

Joseph was instrumental in the planning and delivery of the exercise program to all agencies involved from the federal 
level down to the local volunteer agencies. He put countless hours in for the training exercise on and off the clock to en-
sure it was a success for all par&cipants.  This turned out to be one of the best Vigilant Guard exercises according to 
Northern Command of the Na&onal Guard which was responsible for the exercise. It would not have been so successful 
without the dedica&on and involvement from all the agencies but Joseph rose to the top and became the go-to-guy for 
several venues and parts of the exercise. His knowledge of communica&on systems, military experience and the Mac-
Gyver approach to problem solving makes him a walking book of knowledge.  
 
Pandemic Flu Kits 
While assis&ng with setup at the recent SCEMA Conference, Joseph met some DHEC Officials which told him they had 
some Pandemic Flu Kits available for anyone that needs them and of course Joseph wanted some. AQer some scheduling 
and travel approvals Joseph worked with Beth Goodale and secured a large trailer and addi&onal staff person and off they 
went to the DHEC warehouse in Winnsboro, SC. LiOle did I know he was picking up 8 pallets of flu kits this equaled up to 
7,680 Kits (7,680 boOles of hand sani&zer, 15,360 N95 masks and 30,720 dust masks) with a cost of over $30,000. This 
cost Georgetown County two tanks of fuel and staff hours of two employees.  
 
Members of ES assisted Joseph with the delivery of the kits to local departments and agencies and what a great rela&on-
ship building trip this was. We s&ll have 3 pallets in storage for future use. As we know if it’s free Joseph is going to have 
some of it. 
 
Communica&on Plans 
For any large scale planned event and training exercise we develop an Incident Ac&on Plan (IAP) which has a communica-
&on plan sec&on and Joseph is a key member in its development. This plan takes into considera&on working with many 
agencies from city, county, state and federal partners. Communica&ons is the weakest link in most ac&vi&es and Joseph 
works to keep this from occurring.   
 
In general Joseph has been a dedicated county employee for 15 
years and strives every day to make Georgetown County beOer. 
Many days when I leave the office at 6:00 PM I see Joseph siWng 
in the Emergency Opera&ons Center (EOC) finishing up projects 
before he heads home. Just this past Saturday I called him with a 
ques&on and he was at one of the County Fire Sta&ons cuWng 
the grass, another example of his dedica&on to Emergency Ser-
vices and Georgetown County. 
 
This will make the THIRD &me that Joseph has been the ES EOQ. 
1st Quarter 2009 
4th Quarter 2011 
1st Quarter 2015 
 
This is a first (a record) for this honor.  

Addi&onally, he was selected Georgetown County’s EOQ for the 
same period.  He was recognized for this honor at a County 
Council Mee&ng on May 12, 2015.  



Outstanding Leadership Award 

Assistant Chief Anthony Hucks, GCFE 

Firefighter/EMT Hunter Smith of Georgetown County Fire/

EMS started the Paramedic program at Pee Dee Regional 

EMS in  the fall of 2014. Since then we have been hearing 

very good reports from his instructor at Pee Dee Regional 

EMS on how well he has been doing in the program. Talking 

with Firefighter/EMT Smith he says he has really enjoyed his 

experience so far.  

On June 4, 2015, Chief Reed and I had the privilege of 

aOending Pee Dee Regional EMS and presen&ng him with 

the “Outstanding Leadership Award,” which he was nominat-

ed for by the staff at Pee Dee Regional EMS. FF/EMT Smith 

has taken on a leadership role, excelling in every aspect of 

the program and providing support to his classmates as well.  

Please join me in congratula&ng FF/EMT Smith in receiving 

this award for his extraordinary and unselfish service to the Paramedic Program and Pee Dee Re-

gional EMS. We are proud of him and wish him the very best in his future career as a Firefighter/

Paramedic.  



Emergency Services Birthdays 

 
County Fire EMS 

  July           August          September 

Joseph Holmes  7/04    Jim Thomas   8/01    Keith Ziegenhorn  9/02 

Ryan Allen    7/16    Terry Skidmore  8/04    Eric Hemeon   9/03 

Jennifer Dehart  7/22    Jacob Walters   8/09    Chassidy McGee  9/05 

Richard Price   7/26    Justin Russ    8/11    Diane Wright   9/10 

            Barbara Grier   8/14    George Avant   9/13 

            Mack Nesmith   8/17    Remella Anderson 9/14 

            Lisa Barnes   8/17    Justin Wood   9/15 

            Bill Porter    8/18    John Guiles   9/16 

            Edsel Moore   8/20    Tony Hucks   9/16 

            Robert Maciariello 8/30    Lenard Thompson 9/17 

                        Melissa White   9/19 

                        Ron Smith    9/20 

                        Jeff Conley    9/20 

                        Melvin Holt    9/23 

                        Steve Richards  9/27 

                        Traci Hessler   9/27 

                        York Winns    9/30 

 

Midway Fire Rescue 

  July           August          September 

Bill Dougan    7/01    Gary Cracknell  8/07    Joe Anderson   9/02 

Todd McClellan  7/03    Eve Eggiman   8/09    Justin Wackerly  9/02 

Mark Mercer   7/20    Steve Morales   8/17    Will Keith    9/04 

Carr Gilmore    7/27    Matt Baldwin   8/18    Kevin McLaughlin 9/06 

Frank Seitz        7/27    Henry Hulit    8/19    Todd Blomdahl  9/12 

Jesse Morgan   7/28    James Constanza 8/19    Niki Crippen   9/18 

Brian Uhl    7/31    Jim Duley    8/22    Mike Hessler   9/24 

Ryan Gougeon  7/31             


