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THE TONE OUT 
     

 

  

 

Teddy Bear Drive a Success! 
Midway Fire Rescue, Fire Chief Doug Eggiman 

 
 During the month 
of May, Midway Fire 
Rescue participated in a 
Teddy Bear Drive in 
honor of Emergency 
Medical Services for 
Children’s Day. The 
members of the 
community were 
encouraged to drop off 
new stuffed animals for 
our medic units. These 
stuffed animals were to 
be used to comfort 
children during pediatric 
medical transports or 
traumatic events. 

The event was a huge success with the community really 
showing support for the Teddy Bear Drive. Midway Fire Rescue 
was able to collect just under 1,000 teddy bears from the 
community. This drive was so successful and we can’t thank our 
community enough for the continued support. 
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Know Your Zone for Hurricane Season 
Georgetown County Emergency Management 

 
With hurricane season upon us, here’s a quick reminder of evacuation surge 

zones and evacuation routes that you and your family need to be aware of in case the 
Governor calls for an evacuation during hurricane season. 
 While we all may be working before, during, and after a hurricane, our family’s 
safety and security is of utmost importance.  We need to make sure our family 
(including our pets) is safely evacuated to an area not in the hurricane’s path. After a 
hurricane evacuation study conducted by the US Army Corps of Engineers was 
completed a few years ago, we found the evacuation zones in Georgetown and Horry 
counties had been redefined. At that time, Emergency Management decided to embark 
on a project with a local Eagle Scout troop to mark street signs within evacuation surge 
zones to let residents and visitors know the zone they are in so they can plan to 
evacuate or stay as needed. This project was the called the Know Your Zone campaign. 
 When pulling up to a stop or street sign throughout the 
county, look to see if there is a red, yellow, or orange reflective 
strip with the letter A, B, or C on it. If so, and the Governor calls 
for an evacuation of a certain zone, you will know if you need to 
leave or stay.  If you do need to evacuate, remember that you 
don’t have to actually leave the County. If Zone A alone is told to 
evacuate, then you just need to go to Zone B, not drive hours 
and hours. Evacuations are called to keep people safe from the 
storm surge, not the wind, since flooding does the most damage 
and kills the most people.  And the surge isn’t necessarily just 
from the ocean – as we saw in October last year, our rivers may 
flood too! 

If you are not sure which zone you are in, you can call 
Emergency Management at 843-545-3273, and we will be happy 
to provide you a map of your property with the surge zone 
included.  You can also go to the County’s GIS web server, 
search for your address, and include the Evacuation Zone layer 
to see which zone you are in. To find an overview map and a full description of the 
evacuation zones, go to  

www.georgetowncountysc.org/emergency_management/evacuationzones.html.  
If you need to evacuate, the evacuate routes are as follows: 
• Take US 17 south through Georgetown, then take US 521 to SC 261 to US 378 to 

Columbia.  
• Under certain conditions, an alternate route from Georgetown will be Black River 

Road to US 701 to SC 51 to SC 41 to US 378 at Kingsburg. 
 

We hope everyone has a safe summer! 
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Preparing for Hurricane Season 
Georgetown County Emergency Management 

 
Hurricanes are strong storms that cause life- and property-threatening hazards 

such as flooding, storm surge, high winds, and tornadoes. Hurricane season runs from 
June 1st to November 30th, although hurricanes can appear before or after the ‘official’ 
season (i.e., Hurricane Alex in January 2016).  With the start of hurricane season, it is a 
good idea to start preparing now. 

A total of 12 named storms, five hurricanes, and two major hurricanes are 
expected this season, according to the April 14th forecast prepared by Colorado State 
University, which is headed by Dr. Phil Klotzbach in consultation with long-time 
hurricane expert Dr. William Gray. It only takes one storm to change your life or our 
community. Even areas well away from the coastline can be threatened by dangerous 
flooding, destructive winds, and tornadoes from these storms. The National Hurricane 
Center and Central Pacific Hurricane Center issue watches and warnings to keep us 
informed. Do you know the difference? 

Hurricane Watch – Hurricane conditions are a threat 
within 48 hours. Review your hurricane plans, keep 
informed, and be ready to act if a warning is issued. 
Hurricane Warning – Hurricane conditions are expected 
within 36 hours. Complete your storm preparations, and 
leave the area if directed to do so by local authorities. 

Hurricane Preparedness Week in South Carolina 
runs from May 29th through June 4th. This week is a good 
time to prepare for a potential land-falling tropical storm 
or hurricane. Share the tips below with your friends and 
family to make sure they are prepared: 

Determine Your Risk: Find out what types of wind and water hazards could 
happen where you live and work, and start preparing now how to handle them. 

Develop an Evacuation Plan: The first thing you need to do is find out if you live 
in a storm surge hurricane evacuation zone or if you are in a home that would be unsafe 
during a hurricane. In Georgetown County, there are signs labeled A, B, or C on street 
signs that show which hurricane evacuation zone you live and work in. Know your 
evacuation zone and your evacuation routes. Be sure to account for your pets. 

Secure an Insurance Check-up: Call your insurance agent and ask for an 
insurance check-up to make sure you have enough homeowners insurance to repair or 
even replace your home. Do not forget coverage for your car or boat. Remember, 
standard homeowners insurance does not cover flooding; so whether you are a 
homeowner or renter, you will need a separate policy for that. Act now because flood 
insurance requires a 30-day waiting period. 
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Assemble Disaster Supplies: You are 
going to need supplies not just to get through the 
storm but for the potentially lengthy and 
unpleasant aftermath. Have enough non-
perishable food (do not forget your hand can 
opener!), water, and medicine to last each person 
in your family a minimum of one week. Electricity 
and water could be out for at least that long. You 
will need extra cash, a battery-powered radio, and 
flashlights with extra batteries. Most of us have 
cell phones, and they all run on batteries.  You will 
need a portable, crank, or solar powered USB 
charger. For other emergency kit supply ideas, go 
to http://www.ready.gov. Do not forget to have a 
supply kit for your pets as well! 

Strengthen Your Home: If you feel safe in your home and decide to ride out the 
storm there, make sure it is in good repair and up to local hurricane building code 
specifications.  Many of these retrofits do not cost much or take as long as you might 
think. Have the proper plywood, steel, or aluminum panels to board up the windows and 
doors. Remember, the garage is the most vulnerable part of the home, so it must be 
able to withstand the winds. 

Identify Your Trusted Sources of Information for a Hurricane Event: NOAA’s 
National Hurricane Center and Central Pacific Hurricane Center are your official sources 
for hurricane forecasts and the issuance of hurricane watches and warnings. The 
National Weather Service Wilmington forecast office provides information about the 
expected impacts of the storm for our area (http://www.weather.gov/ilm/). Our office, 
along with the State Emergency Management Division and Governor’s Office will make 
the decisions regarding evacuations and re-entry following the storm. 

Complete Your Written Hurricane Plan: The time to prepare for a hurricane is 
before the season begins, when you have the time and are not under pressure. If you 
wait until a hurricane is on our coastline, the odds are that the wrong decisions can be 
made. Take the time now to write down your hurricane plan. Know where you will ride 
out the storm and get your supplies now. You do not want to be standing in long lines 
when a hurricane warning is issued. Those supplies that you need will probably be sold 
out by the time you reach the front of the line. Being prepared, before a hurricane 
threatens, makes you resilient to the hurricane impacts of wind and water. It will mean 
the difference between you being a hurricane victim and a hurricane survivor. 
Source: NOAA, Weather-Ready Nation 
For more information on hurricanes or to pick up a Georgetown County Hurricane 
Guide, contact our office at 843-545-3273. 
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Fireworks Safety 
Midway Fire Rescue, Division Chief Todd Blomdahl 

 
Exploding brilliant colored fireworks, backyard barbecues, and roasting 

marshmallows are the highlights of every summer. Midway Fire Rescue wishes 
everyone a fun and safe summer; and please be extra careful when using consumer 
fireworks.  

Burns are a common cause of injury during the 
summer months and especially in July. Fire and burns 
are the third leading cause of unintentional injury-
related deaths among children ages fourteen and 
under. 

Approximately 10,000 people suffer fireworks 
injuries every year, including over 4,000 children ages 
fourteen and under. Burns resulting from improper use 
of sparklers and illegal fireworks usually involve the 
hands, face, arms, and chest areas.  

Keep your summer activities enjoyable, fun, and safe by following these fireworks 
safety guidelines: 

• The best guideline is to leave all fireworks activity to the professionals. 
• Check with your local police or fire department to determine what fireworks can 

be legally discharged in your area. You may also want to check with your 
homeowners association to find out if fireworks are permitted. 

• Only adults should handle fireworks. Read and follow all instructions with 
fireworks. All fireworks must carry a warning label to discuss necessary safety 
precautions. 

• Be sure spectators are out of range before lighting fireworks. 
• Never place your face or any other part of your body over fireworks. 
• Never try to re-ignite fireworks that have malfunctioned. 
• Keep a bucket of water or a fire extinguisher handy. 
• Only light fireworks on a smooth flat surface away from houses, dry leaves, and 

any other flammable materials. 
• Never throw, point, or shoot fireworks towards people, buildings, vehicles, or 

wooded areas, especially if the weather has been dry. 
• Never hold or get close to any lit fireworks. 
• Watch what you wear. Loose clothing can catch fire, and should not be worn 

while handling fireworks. 
 

These simple tips can help you have a fun and safe summer. 
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Smoke Detector Blitz 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS, Battalion Chief Deborah Johnson 

 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS crews teamed up with the American Red Cross to 

perform a free smoke alarm installation blitz in 
Georgetown on Saturday, May 7th. Volunteers 
from Georgetown County Fire/EMS, the American 
Red Cross, and church members from the 
community met at Georgetown County Fire/EMS 
station #8 to kick off the event. The teams went 
door-to-door checking each home for working 
smoke alarms, help residents develop a fire 
escape plan, and provide additional fire safety 
information. For homes without working smoke 
alarms, teams installed 10-year lithium battery 
smoke alarms for free.  

The American Red Cross provided all of the 
smoke alarms for the blitz and collected the data 
on forms used during the installations. The data 
collected during the blitz revealed that 264 door 
hangers were left for residents prior to the event; 
211 total smoke alarms were installed by the 
volunteers in homes during the blitz that Saturday. 
Smoke alarms were installed in every bedroom and 
every hallway/living area of each floor of each home.  

Fire Investigator Harry Avant and Battalion Chief Deborah Johnson coordinated 
the blitz effort. The smoke alarm blitz was a HUGE success thanks to the American Red 
Cross for providing the alarms and volunteers, volunteers from the community and our 
staff from Georgetown County Fire/EMS that came in to help install these alarms. Since 
the blitz, we have installed an additional 94 smoke alarms in the Georgetown County 
Fire/EMS fire district. We now know many of our residents are now properly protected in 
their homes since this blitz that were not protected before we went door-to-door that 
Saturday. 
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THE DANGER ZONE 
Midway Fire Rescue, Battalion Chief Brent McClellan 

 
      We all accept the fact that the job we perform comes with many dangers.  We 
also know that we oftentimes have the ability to reduce those dangers.  We reduce the 
dangers by identifying them. We reduce them through repetitive training and by 
remaining alert to changing trends.  We reduce dangers by maintaining situational 
awareness and accountability.  We discuss experiences with our peers that we have 
encountered over the years to help educate others as well as ourselves.  This is only a 
few ways to reduce the dangers, and there are obviously many more. One sure thing is 
by doing these we are keeping our guard up while in the danger zone. But, do we keep 
this same guard up in all of the different types of danger zones we encounter. 
      The fire ground has always been considered our ultimate danger zone and for 
obvious reasons.  Over the years, we have come to recognize that the highway is a 
danger zone both while responding to calls or actually operating on it.  We understand 
that calls involving the water areas of our district are danger zones.  In recent years, we 
began really noticing that even the medical calls we 
respond to in residential homes can become danger 
zones quickly with combative patients or weapons. All of 
these danger zones have caused us to sharpen our 
alertness to hazards.  The most recent danger zone is 
actually an old one that has always been present but 
seems to be making news headlines everywhere 
including right here.  Illegal IV drug use and the 
associated risks along with it.  
      Again, not that it is new but it does seem to be 
more prevalent.  Headlines are showing syringes found 
anywhere and everywhere.  Statistics will prove many illegal IV drug abusers test 
positive for diseases.  Are we keeping our guard up for this danger zone?  We do 
annual infection control training but we really need to be discussing these dangers more 
than just once a year.  Every response needs to be treated with the same high alert 
scene safety mentality.  Know that it doesn’t have to be dispatched as an overdose; it 
may actually be an MVA secondary to IV drug use or even a general illness.   It may be 
in an office building this time and on the beach the next time.  You may find a syringe on 
the street, on a bedroom floor, in the patient’s. pocket or maybe still in the arm or other 
body area.  One accidental dirty needle stick can become a lifetime of illness or even 
worse.  Be cautious! Be alert!  Help reduce this danger zone as well!  
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Solvable Problems 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS, Battalion Chief Ryan Allen 

 
It’s that time of year again, the weather is starting to get warm, school is out, and 

people are starting to come and enjoy the beaches and the many sights our area has to 
offer.  Call volumes are picking up and everything is busier.  While enjoying this year’s 
fire conference, I was able to attend a great class taught by Frank Viscuso. He left us 
with a number of impressionable things to work on dealing with leadership and, while I 
won’t be able to discuss all of them, I will bring one to the 
forefront that we can all work on.  The message was simple 
and clear--never walk past a problem you can solve.  In 
this he wasn’t talking about the larger problems that may 
take a long time, although they are still applicable.  He was 
talking about the little issues that have immediate resolve.   

The instructor turned to the son on one of the people 
attending the class, and told him that it was as simple as 
picking up a piece of laundry that was on the steps.  It 
doesn’t really matter how it got there; the solution was 
simple--pick it up and put it away. It’s a simple fix that takes 
almost no time, would make the staircase safer for 
everyone, and would make it better for whoever’s piece of 
laundry it was to make sure it wasn’t lost.   

This is definitely relatable to the fire service in many 
ways and can be used in our personal lives for benefit as 
well.  Have you ever walked past a piece of trash in or out 
of the station? How about a trash can that was full and 
needed to be taken out?  Have you ever seen a tool or 
piece of equipment that was out of place and just left it there without asking why it was 
there?   

Many times I will find groups of firefighters congregated around the station, the 
dining room table, out in the bay, or around the TV in the evenings, and they are talking 
about the solvable issues within the department. Many times they may have a quick fix 
as well and, even more often, those in the room have the ability to fix it.  Take a moment 
and look at yourself and listen to those things that are talked about.  What can you do in 
your position to make that quick fix, what solvable issues are you walking past?  Then 
take a moment the next time the opportunity comes around and solve the problems you 
can and don’t walk past them.   
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When the Call Ends the Work Begins 
Midway Fire Rescue, Captain Joe Ruffennach  

 
We all know when a call starts. The tones drop, the radio starts squawking, and 

we start to prepare our bodies and minds for events that have yet to come. We are 
thinking of sizing-up, hydrant locations, and staffing. We are thinking of hundreds of 
possibilities sometimes within seconds or minutes. We do this no matter if it’s a routine 
medical or a traumatic MVA--the list goes on and on. But when does a call end? Does a 
call end at the moment you clear the scene? When you get back in at the station? Does 
it end after a “Hot Wash”? For some firefighters this may be true; for others it may be 
hours, days, months, or years. For some it may never end.     

  Years before, our fire service 
culture was to just tough it out. 
Firefighters would hold this inside and 
tend not to talk about a “Bad Day” or a 
“Bad Job”. We would suppress our 
feelings and concerns. The only 
problem with this is that you can only 
put so much into a box. At some point 
you will not be able to close the box, 
and all those past things will come 
spilling out. Most often when these 
issues come spilling out, it will be in a 
self-destructive mode. These 
destructive actions can lead to family 

issues, drugs and alcohol, issues at work, and pushing away your family, friends, and 
your fellow brothers and sisters in the fire service. This can cause you to lose everything 
you have worked so hard to achieve.  

So how do you end a call? When can we turn it off? We may never be able to do 
that, but we can empower ourselves to control a bad situation instead of the situation 
controlling us. One of the first things we can do is talk about it. That is why a “Hot Wash” 
is so important. The term of a “Hot Wash” comes from the military. Wikipedia defines 
Hot Wash as:  
“The term Hot Wash comes from the practice used by some soldiers of dousing their 
weapons in extremely hot water as a means of removing grit and residue after firing. 
While this practice by no means eliminates the need to properly break down the weapon 
later for cleaning, it removes the major debris and ensures the cleaning process goes 
more smoothly. One infantry soldier described it as “the quick and dirty cleaning that 
can save a lot of time later”  
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The hot wash allows you as the 
firefighter to lay out issues that you had 
on the call. The Good, the Bad, and the 
Ugly. It should allow you to get rid of 
some of that bigger dirty stuff you may 
be carrying. Often you will find that 
several others have the same feelings or 
concerns that you are having.  

To many, a good hot wash may 
be all you need, but in the event where 
you are having troubles and are unable 
to safely express your feelings or 
emotions, the fire service has many 
programs out there to help you navigate 
those emotions. In our area we can 
access the South Carolina F.A.S.T. 
Team  (Firefigher Assistance Support 
Team). This is a peer-based support 
team. Another great resource is the 
Charleston Firefighter Support Team, often called the Charleston 9. They have the 
ability to work in-depth with the firefighers with a good team of professional pesonnel. 
Along with our local support teams, the fire service has seveal national support groups 
which can be found on the “Everyone Goes Home” web site.  

You are never alone; use your firefighter family to help assist. I know your 
brothers and sisters in the fire service are more than willing to help-- just don’t be afraid 
to ask for help. It’s never too late to reach out to someone. We live in a more complex 
world these days, and it’s not always easy to sort out the things we see and deal with. 
With just some simple techniques like a simple hot wash, you can break down those 
bigger pieces to better fit them in your box. But in the event those issues are too big for 
you, reach out for help. Let us help you to carry your load; let’s end the call.  

 
The greatest asset of the fire service is our people; protect them. 
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When Do You Call a Mayday? 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS, Anonymous  

 
I know many of you saw this article and immediately thought that this would be 

about mayday and the proper ways to call one. Sorry but No; this has to do with when 
your personal life has gotten you to the point where it begins to affect your attitude and 
decisions at work.  

I recently had a situation where I allowed my personal life to affect the way I 
handled a situation, and in doing so, 
caused the situation to blow out of 
control. Over the past few months, I 
have been trying to figure a way to go 
back to college, handle bills, and 
keep up with everything else that 
goes along with family life. While 
doing this, I was slowly going into a 
depression and didn’t realize it.  

The problem was that I made 
the mistake of thinking I could figure 
out how to do it all, and by doing so, 
began to become overwhelmed. Not 
knowing how to separate the 
important problems with the not so important ones is what caused the depression to 
creep in.  

We as Firefighters have been trained and continue to train on calling a Mayday 
when the unexpected happens on the fire ground or when our patients need a Mayday 
called for them. But when do we call one for ourselves?  

Keep this in mind--always remember that when the troubles we deal with at 
home start to influence our mood at work, it may be the time to call for a Personal 
Mayday. That means talking with those around us that may be able to bring us back in 
line or remind us as to what is more important, or just allow us to vent to relieve the 
stress. Regardless, you need to know when to call for that MAYDAY.   
 

 



 12 

Emergency Services Birthdays 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

July August September 
Joseph Holmes, 7/4 Jim Thomas, 8/1 Keith Ziegenhorn, 9/2 

Ryan Allen, 7/16 Terry Skidmore, 8/4 Eric Hemeon, 9/3 
Jennifer DeHart, 7/22 Justin Russ, 8/11 Diane Wright, 9/10 
Richard Price, 7/26 Barbara Grier, 8/14 George Avant, 9/13 

 Mack Nesmith, 8/17 Remella Anderson, 9/14 
 Bill Porter, 8/18 John Guiles, 9/16 
 Zalaka Johnson, 8/19 Tony Hucks, 9/16 
 Edsel Moore, 8/20 Lenard Thompson, 9/17 
 Daquan Brown, 8/29 Melissa White, 9/19 
 Robert Maciariello, 8/30 Ron Smith, 9/20 
  Jeff Conley, 9/20 
  Melvin Holt, 9/23 
  Steve Richards, 9/27 
  Traci Hessler, 9/27 
  York Winns, 9/30 

Midway Fire Rescue 

July August September 
Bill Dougan, 7/1 Gary Craknell, 8/7 Joe Anderson, 9/2 

Tod McClellan, 7/3 
Frank Steitz, 7/23 
Carr Gilmore, 7/27 
Jesse Morgan, 7/28 

Brian Uhl, 7/31 

Eve Eggiman, 8/9 
Steve Morales, 8/17 
Matt Baldwin 8/18 
Henry Hulit, 8/19 

James Costanza, 8/19 
John Stewart, 8/21 

Justin Wackerly, 9/2 
Wil Keith, 9/4 

Kevin McLaughlin, 9/6 
Todd Blomdahl, 9/12 

Jeff Lattig, 9/15 
Niki Crippen, 9/18 

 Jim Duley, 8/22 Mike Hessler, 9/24 
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Emergency Services Employee of the Quarter 
Midway Fire Rescue, Battalion Chief Jeff Pifer 

 

Master Firefighter Joe Palombi has been employed by Midway Fire 
Rescue since July 2011. He is checked off to drive all Midway Fire apparatus, 
and has earned a promotion to Master Firefighter.  His leadership leaves a 
positive impact on all those who work with him; he is a go-to person for the 
officers on his shift.   
 

Joe takes direction well in the station and on the incident scene.  On 
any incident scene, Master Firefighter Palombi is a "go-to" person whether it is 
a water rescue call, fire call, or an EMS scene.  He can be counted on to safely 
and effectively perform any duty assigned.     
 

During down times at the station, Joe takes time with probationary 
firefighters to show them how things are to be done.  He makes it clear to less 
senior firefighters what they are expected to 
know.    
 

As a Master Firefighter on Midway Fire 
Rescue C-Shift, he is responsible for training 
less senior firefighters how to drive and 
operate the fire engines and ladder trucks. 
When they go through the process with Master 
Firefighter Palombi, the officers can count on 
the fact they are well trained and ready.    
 

He came to Midway Fire Rescue with a 
wealth of experience, and he tactfully shares 
that experience and the lessons he has 
learned with others. 
 

The latest project Master Firefighter Palombi has taken on is Project 
Prom.  He spearheaded this event to teach high school students the dangers 
of drinking and driving.  Joe coordinated with school officials, Carlos Car Care, 
Air Reach, law enforcement, and his senior staff at Midway Fire Rescue to set 
up an event where the students got to see the aftermath of a drunken driving 
incident.  Students got to see an "Incident Scene" where one student is DOA, 
one student was extricated from a car and flown out by helicopter, one student 
was put in an ambulance, and the last student was arrested for DUI. 

 
We congratulate Master Firefighter Palombi for being named 

Emergency Services Employee of the Quarter and for a job well done! 
 

 

 

 
 

Georgetown County  
Emergency Services  

 
Emergency Services 

Administration 
 

Address 
2222-C Highmarket Street, Georgetown, 

S.C. 29440 
 

Phone 
(843) 545-3213 

 
Email 

thowle@gtcounty.org 
 

Point of Contact 
 Tracey Howle 

 
Emergency Management 

 
Address 

2222-C Highmarket Street, Georgetown, 
S.C. 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3273 
 

Email 
emergencymanagement@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Sam Hodge, Manager 
 

Midway Fire Rescue 
 

Address 
67 St. Pauls Place 

Pawleys Island, SC 29585 
 

Phone 
(843) 545-3620 

 
Email 

jwelch@gtcounty.org 
 

Point of Contact 
Doug Eggiman, Fire Chief 

 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

 
Address 

3605 Highmarket Street, Georgetown 
S.C. 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3271 
 

Email 
ahucks@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Tony Hucks, Assistant Chief 

 


