
 1

THE TONE OUT 
     

 

  

 

 

Lieutenant Promotions 
AFC Anthony Hucks, Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

 
Please join me 

in congratulating 
Firefighter II/EMT 
Keith Ziegenhorn 
(left) and Master 
Firefighter/EMT 
Mark Mercer (right) 
for their promotion 
to Lieutenant. The 
department held a 
pinning ceremony at 
our monthly Fire 
District I Board 
Meeting held on December 1, 2016.  

Lt. Ziegenhorn and Lt. Mercer had their family 
members and co-workers there to support them and celebrate 
their promotion.  

Please support them and we wish them the best in their 
new position.  
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2016 Hurricane Season Wrap-Up 
Georgetown County Emergency Management 

 
The Atlantic Hurricane Season ran from June 1st to November 30th, and was the 

most active and costliest since 2012 as well as the deadliest since 2005.  Here’s a wrap-
up of what turned out to be a very active season: 
 
Predictions: 

April 14, 2016 – Colorado State University (CSU) Tropical Meteorology Project 
predicted average activity with 13 named storms, six hurricanes, and two major 
hurricanes. 

June 1, 2016 – CSU predicted 14 named storms, up from 13 in April’s prediction. 
July 1, 2016 – CSU predicted 15 named storms, up from 14 in June’s forecast. 

 
As of November 28th, there were 15 named storms, seven hurricanes, and three 

major hurricanes, which shows that although the predictions are just that-predictions-
sometimes they are pretty accurate. 
 

• We had two named storms before hurricane season even began: Hurricane Alex in 
January and Tropical Storm Bonnie in May. Bonnie formed off the South 
Carolina coast and made landfall as a Tropical Depression near Charleston on 
May 29th. 

• Tropical Storm Colin formed June 5th making landfall in Florida the next day, 
bringing heavy rains which led to a State of Emergency being declared by 
Governor Scott. 

• Tropical Storm Danielle formed June 20th making landfall in Mexico before 
dissipating. 

• Hurricane Earl formed on August 2nd making landfall near Belize City. At least 40 
people died in Mexico due to landslides that were caused by the Hurricane. 

• Tropical Storm Fiona formed over the central Atlantic on August 18th, and 
weakened to a tropical depression without making landfall. 

• Hurricane Gaston formed near the Cabo Verde Islands on August 22nd. It went 
from a Category 1 to a Category 3 hurricane within two days before dissipating on 
September 3rd. 

• Hurricane Hermine formed south of Apalachicola, Florida on August 31st making 
landfall east of St. Marks, Florida. Two deaths were attributed to Hermine before 
it dissipated September 3rd. 

• Tropical Storm Ian formed over the central Atlantic on September 12th before 
dissipating a few days later. 

• Tropical Storm Julia formed over the northeastern Florida coast on September 15th 
before dissipating three days later off the coasts of Georgia and South Carolina. 
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• Tropical Storm Karl formed September 15th in the far eastern Atlantic before 
weakening without making landfall 10 days later. 

• Tropical Storm Lisa formed on September 20th over the eastern Atlantic before 
dissipating four days later without making landfall. 

• Hurricane Matthew formed on September 28th over the Windward Islands. He 
strengthened to a Category 4 hurricane on October1st, making landfall in Haiti 
killing an estimated 546 people. On October 7-8, Matthew hit Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina, and North Carolina, leading to record-breaking flooding and 
millions of power outages. Matthew dissipated on October 9th. Matthew was the 
costliest (> $10,580 million) and deadliest (1,655 including four in South 
Carolina) storm of the season, 
the southernmost Category 5 
Atlantic hurricane on record, 
and the first Category 5 
hurricane to form in the 
Atlantic since Felix in 2007. 

• Hurricane Nicole formed 
October 4th northeast of 
Puerto Rico making landfall 
in Bermuda as a Category 3 
hurricane. No deaths are 
attributed to Nicole. 

• Hurricane Otto formed November 21st east-southeast of San Andres Island east of 
Nicaragua, strengthening to a hurricane off of Costa Rica on November 22nd. As of 
November 27th, eight people have died in Panama, 10 in Costa Rica, and four in 
Nicaragua as a result of Otto. 
 
This wrap-up shows that South Carolina had major impacts from one named storm 

and potential impacts from two others this year, and that being prepared year-round is so 
important.  

 
We all remember the days and nights of waiting for Matthew and of the aftermath 

once he made landfall. We want to thank everyone who worked in the Emergency 
Operations Center and in the field before, during, and after Hurricane Matthew, and those 
who are helping with the recovery efforts which are ongoing and will continue for 
months to come. We could not do our jobs without you!  

 
We hope you all have a safe, happy holiday season! 
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Winter Weather Preparedness 
Georgetown County Emergency Management 

 

Forecasters at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Climate Prediction Center issued its U.S. Winter Outlook on October 20, 2016, predicting 
drier and warmer than normal conditions are likely across the entire southern United 
States.  That being said, there is always a chance for severe winter weather including 
snow and ice storms anywhere in the United States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: http://www.noaa.gov/media-release/us-winter-outlook-predicts-warmer-
drier-south-and-cooler-wetter-north 
 
 According to NOAA, dozens of Americans die each year due to exposure to cold. 
When you include vehicle accidents and fatalities and fires due to use of heaters and 
other winter weather deaths, winter weather is a serious threat, even in the South.  Some 
of these dangers include hypothermia and frostbite, heavy snowfall, high winds, freezing 
rain, and sleet. People can become trapped at their home or in their car. Walking on 
slippery pavement can lead to injuries and death. 
 
 Exposure to cold can cause frostbite or hypothermia which can be life-threatening. 
In the South, near freezing temperatures are considered extreme cold. Pipes can become 
frozen and burst. Heavy snow and ice can paralyze a city by stranding motorists, stopping 
flow of supplies, and disrupting emergency and medical services. Roofs can collapse and 
trees and power lines can be knocked down. Most injuries due to snow and ice happen to 
males over 40 years of age, 70% result in vehicle accidents, and 25% occur in people 
who get caught in a storm. Ice can bring down trees and topple communication towers 
and utility poles. Bridges freeze before other surfaces so they can cause very dangerous 
driving conditions. Winter storms can also cause coastal flooding and severe beach 
erosion. 
 
 With the arrival of winter on December 21st, now is the time to prepare yourself 
and your family for the colder weather.  Below are some tips: 
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• Stay informed by listening to NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, and 
television newscasts for winter storm warnings, watches, and advisories. 

• Create an emergency kit for yourself, your family, and your pets to include a 
flashlight and extra batteries; extra food and water; extra medications and baby 
items; first-aid supplies; heating fuel; a fire extinguisher; a charger/battery for 
your cellphone; blankets/sleeping bags; windshield scraper and brush and battery 
booster cables for your vehicle; as well as food, water, and shelter for your pets. 

• Dress for the season by wearing loose, lightweight, warm clothes in layers to 
include a hat and mittens. 

• Avoid overexertion since the strain from the cold and hard labor can cause a heart 
attack; sweating can also lead to a chill and hypothermia. 

 
If you do get caught outside during a winter storm: 
 

• Find shelter to stay dry, and cover all exposed body 
parts. 

• If there is no shelter available, build a lean-to to 
protect yourself from the wind; build a fire for heat; 
and if applicable, melt snow for drinking water. 
 
If you get caught in your vehicle during a winter 

storm: 
 

• Stay in your vehicle running the motor about 10 minutes each hour for heat, and 
open the window for fresh air to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. 

• Be visible to rescuers by turning on the dome light at night when the engine is 
running, tying a colored cloth to your antenna or door, and raising the hood to 
show you need assistance. 

• From time to time, move your arms, legs, fingers, and toes to keep the blood 
circulating and to keep warm. 
 
If you get caught inside during a winter storm: 
 

• Stay inside using fire safeguards and proper ventilation. 
• Close off unneeded rooms. 
• Cover windows at night. 
• Eat and drink to produce heat and provide your body energy. 
• Wear layers of clothes that can be removed to avoid overheating, perspiration, and 

chill. 
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Firefighter Suicide Prevention 
Division Chief James Payne, Midway Fire Rescue 

 
Members of the Public Safety field have been seen the “Heroes” that can 

handle anything for many years. It has not been until recent that data has been 
surfacing that suicide by public safety personnel has 
been outnumbering Line of Duty Death Statistics. In 
2016 alone there have been 115 Firefighter and 
Emergency Medical Technician Suicides compared to 
78 Line of Duty Deaths. The numbers have been 
increasing over the past several years. 

 
Suicides are not just a Public Safety issue, the 

problem is becoming an epidemic. There have been 
countless attempts within our own County. We must be 
vigilant and assist friends, family and co-workers in any 
way that we can. Sometimes the signs will not develop 
for years, or could be staring you directly in the face. 
There are several web sites to assist with information on 
how to “see the signs”, and assist our friends, family and 
co-workers. I urge all employees to review the attached 
web sites for information that may assist with the signs 
and symptoms of such a problem.  

 
With the holidays just around the corner, be extra vigilant in taking that 

extra minute to listen to a friend, a co-worker or family member. That’s all the help 
they may need. 

 
Firefighter Health Alliance: http://www.ffbha.org.  
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Christmas Tree Safety, Water That Tree! 
Division Chief Todd Blomdahl, Midway Fire Rescue 

 
What’s a holiday party or even the traditional Christmas morning scene itself 

without a beautifully decorated tree? If your household is one of more than 33 million 
other American homes including a natural tree in its festivities, take to heart the sales 
person’s suggestion – “Keep the tree watered.” That’s good advice and not just to create a 
fragrant indoor winter wonderland atmosphere. Christmas trees account for 250 fires 
annually, resulting in 14 deaths, 26 injuries and more than $13.8 million in property 
damage. Typically shorts in electrical lights or open flames from candles, lighters, or 
matches start tree fires. Well-watered trees are not a problem; dry and neglected trees can 
be. 
 

According to the National Institute of Standards and Technology this is what 
happens when fire touches a dry tree. 
 

• Within three seconds of ignition. the dry Scotch 
pine is completely ablaze. 

• At five seconds, the fire extends up the tree and 
black smoke with searing gases streaks across the 
ceiling. 

• Fresh air near the floor feeds the fire, and the sofa, 
coffee table, and carpet ignite prior to any flame 
contact. 

• Within 40 seconds, “flashover” occurs – that’s when an entire room erupts into 
flames, oxygen is depleted and dense, and deadly toxic smoke engulfs the scene.  

 
Wet trees tell a different story. 

 
• NIST fire safety engineers selected a green Scotch pine, and had it cut in their 

presence. 
• An additional two inches was cut from the trunk’s bottom, and the tree was placed 

in a stand with at least a 7.6 liter water capacity. 
• The researchers maintained the Scotch pine’s water on a daily basis, and a single 

match could not ignite the tree. 
• A second attempt in which an electric current ignited an entire matchbook failed to 

ignite the tree. 
• Finally, they applied an open flame to the tree using a propane torch, and the 

branches ignited briefly, but self-extinguished when the researchers removed the 
torch from the branches. 

REMEMBER, A WET TREE IS A SAFE TREE! 
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Midway Fire Rescue Deploys to Pickens County Wildfire 
Battalion Chief Carr Gilmore & Lieutenant Pete Copeland, Midway Fire Rescue 

 

As we have all witnessed on the television and social media outlets, the wildfire 
season has been massive and explosive this year, especially in our part of the country.  
Just last month, a massive fire storm swept through parts of Gatlinburg and Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee causing widespread damage to homes, businesses and, unfortunately, included 
the loss of at least 14 lives.  Sometimes it is hard to relate to the pictures we see on the 
television.  For many in the fire service, we have seen similar situations and the huge 
impact these disasters have on families, responders, and communities.  One of our own, 
FF Cory Ginter, is a firefighter in Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee, and I know we all pray for 
his family and our fellow firefighter’s safety 
and well-being. 

 
 Just two weeks ago, Midway Fire 
Rescue received and fulfilled a State 
Mobilization request for firefighters to assist 
with the Pickens County fires that has been 
one of the worst fires in many years in the 
state.  South Carolina Fire Departments, 
State Forestry, State EMD, SCANG, Federal 
Fire resources, and many other agencies have 
teamed up to fight these fires that have 
destroyed homes and threatened many more.  Luckily for South Carolina, we have had no 
loss of life and no serious injuries to any of the firefighters working to extinguish the 
blaze to date.   
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Midway Fire Rescue deployed 
a crew of four and T-841 to the 
Pickens County fire.  Lt. Pete 
Copeland, Lt. Jesse Morgan, FP1 
Adham Dumont, and F1 Ryan 
Matthews deployed to the fire, and 
worked as a hand crew and saw crew 
for four days with crews from Horry 
County and Bluffton Fire.  The crew 
assisted with placing lines, back 
burns, and saw operations along a 6.8 
mile stretch of mountainous terrain.  
Utilizing the training we have been 
doing and the specialized equipment 
we have been able to purchase with 
budgeted or SC Forestry grants, our 
crew was able to contribute in many 
areas to the overall effort.  Even so, 
rapidly changing conditions created a 
close call as the fire swept up and over 
the mountain towards our crews 
forcing them to have to consider using 
their shelters.  Luckily the conditions 
did not deteriorate to that point, and 
additional resources arrived to help 
the crews and continue to take the fight to the fire.  Lt. Copeland reinforced the LCES 

concept and how important it was to 
their situation.   

In addition, there is just no 
substitute for training and preparation.  
Their days started at 0600, and finished 
at dark with a lot of physical work.  
The crews were given backpack 
blowers and ATV’s to assist in their 
daily assignments and assigned tasks. 

As part of the deployment, our 
crew interacted with SC Forestry, other State and Federal Wildland Hand crews, local 
fire departments, fixed and rotary wing aircraft, and local NGO’s all working to assist the 
community and the firefighters who responded to the calls for assist.   
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Mural at Headquarters (Station 10) 
AFC Anthony Hucks, Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

 

Georgetown County Fire/EMS had someone donate their time to paint us a 
mural at Headquarters (Station 10). They did an awesome job, and we thank them 
for the nice work. The mural is in the day room, and we welcome you to come by 
and see our new addition to Headquarters.  
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D.E.F. (Diesel Exhaust Fluid) 
What is it and What does it mean to me? 

Captain Gerald Liberatore, Midway Fire Rescue 
 

 As the government pushes to have us as close to zero emissions for the vehicles on 
the road, they have come up with an 
option. Using the Selective Catalytic 
Reduction (SRC) system is the most 
used system to reduce the oxides of 
nitrogen (NOx) in exhaust.  NOx, 
oxides that are emitted from engines, 
are harmful to our health and 
environment.  SRC is the after treatment 
that treats the exhaust of the engine.  
Small amounts of Diesel Exhaust Fluid 
(DEF) are injected into the exhaust 
before the catalyst.  It then vaporizes 
and decomposes to form ammonia and 
carbon dioxide. The ammonia is converted into harmless nitrogen and water.  

 DEF is a reactant that is necessary for the SCR System to work properly. It is a 
blended aqueous urea solution of 32.5% high purity urea and 67.5% deionized water.  
The urea is a compound of nitrogen that turns to ammonia when heated in the catalytic 
converter.  

DEF should be stored in a cool, dry, well ventilated area, out of direct sunlight. 
DEF should be maintained around 77◦, and could have a shelf life of up to two years.  If 
there are consistent temperature spikes, it will be reduced to one year; if temps 
consistently rise over 95◦, shelf life drops to six months. DEF is nontoxic, non-polluting, 
non-hazardous, and non-flammable, and is safe to handle and store according to 
manufacturers.  You should still handle with gloves, and wash down any spills.  If 
ingested, do not induce vomiting and seek medical advice.  DEF is ammonia based so it 
will have a slight pungent order, and is corrosive to copper and brass and some other 
materials. 

If there is any contamination of the DEF fluid, your vehicle will let you know and 
should be serviced by FVS. If you run out of DEF in your vehicle, vehicle power will be 
reduced until refilled.  We have noticed that if spilled and left to evaporate, you will get a 
buildup of white crystals, which is the ammonia left from solution.   

Midway will have three Apparatus with DEF Tanks by June 2017, and it will be 
no time at all until all our vehicles will have DEF tanks. The EPA is always getting 
stricter on vehicle emissions and, so far, this seems like the most viable way to clean 
emissions without sacrificing other engine performance.  If you have any questions, you 
can talk to FVS for more information. 
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Space Heaters 
Master Firefighter Howard Lutz, Midway Fire Rescue 

 
As we move into the colder months of the year, we should expect to see an 

increase in the amount of portable space heaters we encounter when responding to 
residences and/or workplaces in our districts.   These devices can be very dangerous if 
safe operating practices are not employed by the user.  They contribute significantly to 
the amount of structure fires and subsequent deaths and injuries during the winter 
months. 
 An NFPA report indicates that home heating 
equipment was involved in an estimated 57,100 home 
structure fires across the nation in 2010.  These fires had 
associated losses of 490 civilian lives, 1530 civilian injuries, 
and $1.1 billion in property damages.  The NFPA also 
reports that space heaters annually cause almost one-third of 
all winter house fires and 80 percent of all winter heating 
deaths.  

So what can we do?  Prevention through education of 
course!!  We should be on the lookout for portable heating 
devices when we’re entering residences, and we should be prepared to apply teachable 
moments in the communities we serve.   

Below are some safety tips we can pass on when we encounter homes utilizing 
portable space heaters: 

• Buy only heaters evaluated by a nationally recognized laboratory (UL Rated). 
• Make sure the device will shut off automatically if it falls over or is picked up. 
• Never run heater power cords under rugs or carpets. 
• Never use an extension cord, plug all space heaters directly into an outlet. 
• Keep all combustibles at least three feet away from heaters. 
• Locate the heater on a stable, level surface. 
• Turn off heaters when sleeping or when leaving the residence. 
• Never refuel Kerosene heaters indoors; turn off the unit, and wait for it to cool 

before refueling. 
• Always use the correct heating fuel/oil.  Gasoline can never be substituted for 

Kerosene. 
• Allow for adequate ventilation when using fuel-based heaters. 
• Keep children and pets away from hot exterior surfaces. 
• Always ensure smoke and CO alarms are working. 

 
An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure is an adage that is way too often 

overused; however, in this instance it certainly applies.  The best way to put out a fire is 
to take steps to prevent it from ever igniting.   
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Emergency Services Birthdays 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

January  February  March 
Denise Delatte 1/1  David Plucinski 2/4  David Cribb 3/1 
Samthan Boykin 1/2  Leola Thompson 2/7  Adam Porter 3/4 
Ryan Price 1/5  Tarwanda McClary 2/13  Harry Avant 3/8 
Alexander Slate 1/11  Hunter Smith 2/15  Charles Pyatt 3/14 
Jeremy Stewart 1/12  April Johnson 2/18  Richard Pangburn 3/27 
Kerya Tisdale 1/12  Vanessa Davis 2/18  Andrew Scalercio 3/29 
Linda Ford 1/16  Robbie Williams 2/21  Garry Smalls 3/29 
Jeff Kosto 1/16  Daniel Elmore 2/22  Lesley Eastham 3/31 
Jesse Cooper 1/18  Michael Elmore 2/22    
Robert Coker 1/23  Jason Myrick 2/25    
Betty Miller 1/23  Paul Jolin 2/26    
David Horton 1/27       
Annie Bowers 1/28       
Nathaniel Herriott 1/31       
Lisa M. Osburn 1/31       

 

  

 

Midway Fire Rescue 

January  February  March 
Nancy Crawford 1/1  Jerry Liberatore 2/7  Howard Lutz 3/2 
Emma Chidley 1/3  Adam Maag 2/10  Peter Copeland 3/6 
Matt Smittle 1/13  Corey Walker 2/11  James Crawford 3/24 
Will Tayloe 1/17  Daniel Weihert 2/13  Alan Welch 3/26 
Jamie Boyd 1/17  James McGloin 2/15  Jeremy Skinner 3/30 
Doug Eggiman 1/29  Chris Holmes 2/20    
   Joan Noble 2/22    
   Josh Carney 2/29    
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Emergency Services Employee of the Quarter 
Battalion Chief Jeff Pifer, Midway Fire Rescue 

 

FP Dougan has worked for MFR since January 2013.  He came to 
us from a busy hospital-based EMS system in New Jersey with a wealth 
of knowledge and experience.  

He is a strong informal leader, and 
is always teaching others in a tactful and 
helpful manner.  He knows the systems of 
MFR, and ensures that others around him 
know also.  He often has input to enhance 
shift and department operations, and works 
well with all senior leadership to 
accomplish goals. 

Bill Dougan handles many other 
duties in addition to the standard duties of 
a Firefighter / Paramedic.  

He handles much of our formal EMS in-service training.  FP 
Dougan confidently gets in front of personnel to teach continuing 
education.  He can take a dry PowerPoint presentation and get the 
information down to earth and relevant to our operations.  He is also an 
instructor for our Community Training Center teaching American Heart 
Association classes to our personnel. 

FP Dougan has vast experience as a Paramedic, and his 
knowledge base is invaluable to the shift, department, and 
community.  He mentors newer medics to ensure they know how to work 
as a Paramedic for MFR and Georgetown County.  He has a comfortable, 
relaxed way of teaching that builds confidence in our new hires. 

FP Dougan has been tapped to be an Instructor for our DHEC 
EMS Continuing Education Program. He recently passed the South 
Carolina Fire Academy Fire Instructor class to be qualified to take on this 
task.  

He has also stepped up to be Midway Fire Rescue’s Infection 
Control Coordinator.  He ensures that personnel have the appropriate 
vaccinations and get appropriate treatment after an infectious exposure.    

FP Dougan was named the MFR Paramedic of the Year in January 
of 2015.  

In short, FP Dougan is an asset to Midway Fire Rescue, 
Emergency Services, and the County of Georgetown. 
 

 
 

Georgetown County  
Emergency Services  

 
Emergency Services 

Administration 
 

Address 
2222-C Highmarket Street 
 Georgetown, SC 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3213 
 

Email 
thowle@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 
 Tracey Howle 

 
Emergency Management 

 
Address 

2222-C Highmarket Street 
 Georgetown, SC 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3273 
 

Email 
emergencymanagement@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Sam Hodge, Manager 
 

Midway Fire Rescue 
 

Address 
67 St. Pauls Place 

Pawleys Island, SC 29585 
 

Phone 
(843) 545-3620 

 
Email 

jwelch@gtcounty.org 
 

Point of Contact 
Doug Eggiman, Fire Chief 

 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

 
Address 

3605 Highmarket Street 
Georgetown, SC 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3271 
 

Email 
ahucks@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Tony Hucks, Assistant Chief 

 


