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THE TONE OUT 
     

 
 

 

2017 Fire Prevention Month 
Division Chief Jesse Cooper, Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

 
“Every Second Counts”. That theme was brought to life 

throughout the Georgetown County School District along with Headstart 
and senior citizen centers during Fire Prevention Week, October 8-14.  
 

Fire Marshal Cooper, Georgetown County Fire/EMS career 
employees, volunteer fire support personnel, Pete the Paramedic, and our 
very own Spark the dog participated in riding on the truck, practicing 
what to do in case of a fire with the firehouse, along with many other 
activities that were put together for this event.  We spoke on the 
importance of having smoke alarms in your home. We stated, “If any 
households are in a need of a smoke alarm, please contact your local fire 
department.  The department will set up a date, time, and install the 
alarms FREE of charge!!”  We also spoke about the importance of 
knowing your address.  

 
Lt. Strickland assured the children that firefighters are their friends 

and not to be afraid because we are there to help them. Children received 
firefighter hats, erasers, pencils, stickers, and an exit escape plan.  The 
children were encouraged to go home and sit down with their parents and 
come up with a plan.  
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Fire Truck Fire Safety House 
 
 
Fire Prevention Statistics for CY17: 

 
Number of Events: 46 

Number of Attendance: 10,363 
Hours of Instruction: 104 

Personnel Attendance: 192 
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Winter Weather Preparedness 
Georgetown County Emergency Management 

 

Winter Weather Awareness Week in South Carolina was slated for November 26 through 
December 2. Although Georgetown County does not usually experience extreme winter weather, 
we cannot forget about the damage that was caused by Winter Storm Pax back in February 2014 
including power outages, dangerous roads and bridges due to ice, and freezing temperatures.  We 
need to prepare now before winter storms might become an issue. 
 

Below is a preparedness checklist from  http://www.ready.gov/prepare that can help you 
get started. Make sure you include your entire family in preparing, and share your emergency 
plan with them.  Stock your emergency kit for sheltering with: 
 
• Emergency Communication Items 

o Important contact information for family, school, work, doctors, etc., including phone 
numbers and email addresses 

o Cellphone, extra battery, and chargers for electrical equipment 
o AM/FM radio/NOAA weather radio with extra batteries 

• Medical Needs 
o Medications and copies of prescriptions 
o Extra eyeglasses/contact lenses 
o Medical equipment/assistive technology and backup 

batteries 
o First aid kit 

• Critical Documents placed in a waterproof, portable 
container 
o Photo ID (i.e., driver’s license, passport, etc.) 
o Cash and credit cards 
o Personal records (i.e., birth certificates, marriage 

certificates) 
o Medical records 
o Financial information (i.e., bank account or credit card information) 
o Property records (i.e., insurance policies, deed, or lease) 

• Tools and Safety Items 
o Flashlight 
o Multi-tool 

o Matches or lighter 
in waterproof 
container 

o Local map 

o Fire extinguisher 
o Bag or sand or cat 

litter 
o Shovel 

• Food/Supplies 
o 3-day supply of 

non-perishable 
food 

o 3-day supply of 
water (1 gallon per 
person per day) 

o Infant formula and 
diapers 

o Manual can opener 
o Pet food 
o Pet supplies 
o Extra water 
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• Hygiene and Sanitation 
o Soap, disinfectant, 

sanitizer 
o Paper towels/ moist 

towelettes 
o Toilet paper 
o Bleach 

• Protective Gear and Clothing 
o Extra warm clothes 
o Sturdy shoes 
o Gloves 

o Blankets or 
sleeping bags 
(labeled for low 
temperatures) 

o Hat to cover head 
and face 

• Car Emergency Supply Kit 
o Cellphone charger 
o First aid kit 
o Jumper cables 
o Flares 
o Whistle 
o Water, snacks 
o Full tank of gas 

o Flashlight 
o Tow rope 
o Boots, mittens, 

warm clothes 
o Blanket 
o Shovel 
o Ice scraper 

o Bags of sand or cat 
litter (helps with 
tire traction) 

 
 
 

• Other Tips
o Plan to bring your pets inside. 
o Check on elderly/disabled relatives and neighbors. 
o Fill a gallon container with water and place in the freezer to keep food cold if you lose 

power. 
o Sign up for Georgetown County’s CodeRed Emergency Notification System on our 

website. 
 
Winter Weather Watches and Warnings 
 
• Freezing Rain - Rain that freezes when it hits the ground, creating a coating of ice on roads, 

walkways, trees, and power lines. 
• Sleet - Rain that turns to ice pellets before reaching the ground. Sleet also causes moisture on 

roads to freeze and become slippery. 
• Wind Chill - The temperature it “feels like” when you are outside.  
• Winter Weather Advisory - Winter weather conditions 

are expected to cause significant inconveniences and may 
be hazardous. When caution is used, these situations should 
not be life threatening.  

• Winter Storm Watch - A winter storm is possible in your 
area. The NWS issues a winter storm watch when severe 
winter conditions, such as heavy snow and/or ice, may 
affect your area but the location  
and timing are still uncertain. A winter storm watch is 
issued 12 to 36 hours in advance of a potential severe storm.  

• Winter Storm Warning - A winter storm is occurring or will soon occur in your area. 
• Blizzard Warning - Sustained winds or frequent gusts to 35 miles per hour or greater and 

considerable amounts of falling or blowing snow (reducing visibility to less than a quarter 
mile) are expected to prevail for a period of three hours or longer. 

• Frost/Freeze Warning - Below freezing temperatures are expected. 
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AHA 2019 Regulation – Implementation of CPR Feedback Devices 
Battalion Chief Carr Gilmore, Midway Fire Rescue 

 

So who watching the footage of the SC State athlete collapse on the court and be successfully 
resuscitated this past weekend? 

 
Link: https://youtu.be/mxssiqbXtCQ 

 
The AHA is taking CPR training into the digital age! Nowadays, everything is with 

digital assistance. The many benefits of present-day technological advances have assisted in 
margins all over the globe; it was only a matter of time before these advancements made their 
way over to the CPR training community. By January 31, 2019, AHA is making it a mandatory 
regulation to teach CPR with a manikin that provides instrumented directive feedback to 
students.  This change is in hopes that we 
will see an increase in lives saved by CPR 
across the board.  
  

The first thing you will need to 
understand to find your right instrumented 
directive feedback device (IDFD) is the 
definition of what is required. A proper 
IDFD should measure compression rate, 
depth, hand position, recoil, and chest 
compression fractions, while providing 
real-time audio or visual feedback (or 
both).    

 
While metronomes are quite helpful for helping someone learn proper compression rates, 

they do not provide the required real-time feedback.  
 
It’s time for trainers to get with the times of real-time feedback. Don’t be the instructor 

who waited last minute to assimilate your courses to the new standard. Once you’re confident in 
your ability to teach an upgraded class, and you’ve worked out your budget, head over to our site 
and place an order. This change is for the greater good and it is projected to create results in the 
margins of revivals from CPR. Who wouldn’t want to be a part of saving more lives? After all, 
that is what CPR is all about. 

 
Midway Fire Rescue has implemented the new intelli-sense iCPR devices into our 

Cardiac Science G5 AED’s.  Experienced and first-time responders can now easily perform 
effective CPR. Simple place-and-press functionality requires no complicated preparation or 
product assembly, while a non-slip surface and oblong shape ensures steady placement during 
CPR.  New motion sensor technology – the same technology used on most smart phones – 
provides rescuers with immediate voice prompts if their CPR compression rate and depth are 
outside the 2015 AHA-acceptable parameters.  The algorithm monitors chest compression rate 
and depth for effectiveness.  When needed, voice and text feedback indicate when compression 
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depth needs adjustment. “Press harder and fully release” if compressions are shallow; and an 
emphasis on recoil. “Press softer” if compressions are too hard. 
 
 Technology is making amazing advances and it is up to us as instructors to ensure we are 
teaching, training, and preparing our students with knowledge, skills, and the ability to integrate 
these new technologies into treating victims of SCA.  Stay tuned and make sure you are aware of 
these new devise and how they will dramatically improve the effectiveness of the CPR being 
performed in the field.  The training center is working to implement the new feedback into our 
manikins as well as we are working to secure the newest training devices to be able to teach 
students the benefits of the feedback technology. 
 
 Be prepared to use these if and when they are available.  Another trending development is 
the deployment of automated AED’s, so let’s make sure you are demonstrating and teaching our 
students well.  Most of these technologies are built into the PADS and the older devices will be 
able to be updated with software or will have the means to incorporate both of these changes to 
current devices. 
 
Article Cited 8/2017:  POSTED MEDICAL REGULATIONS. 
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Annual Physicals 
Battalion Chief Jeff Pifer, Midway Fire Rescue 

 
Georgetown County and our respective fire departments pay for firefighters to have 

annual physicals.  They give us the best physical they can for the money.  Over the years I have 
seen the physicals change for the better to include a stress test, hearing exam and additional 
blood tests to test for cancer.  The administration is consistently trying to improve our annual 
physical beyond what is required.  

 
To many times I see firefighters get their results and then just file away the paperwork 

until next year.  We should be using the information we get in our results to guide us to better 
fitness.  If your pulmonary function is down, it’s time to get more focused on cardio.  If your 
cholesterol is high, it’s time to see your personal physician to make a plan to lower your LDL 
and Triglycerides.  If you blood pressure is high talk to your doctor about a plan to reduce your 
blood pressure.   

 
Heart attacks continue to be the number one cause of Line of Duty deaths for firefighters.  

Now is the time for us to get the message that we need to be taking better care of ourselves.  
More and longer participation in physical fitness.   See your personal physician to have them 
look over your physical results to see if there are any medical needs to be met.  We need to be 
using our annual physical to our benefit not just filing it away until next year.   
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Recharge 
Lieutenant Ron Smith, Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

 
As first responders, we are inundated with physical and mental stressors while on duty. 

It’s so important for us to be mentally and physically prepared during our shift in order to give 
outstanding service to our community for the next 24 to 48 hours. Some of us work a second job, 
which may present additional challenges. Through trial and error, I’ve found the following 
practices to be helpful: 
 

• When possible, set aside some “me time”; 30 minutes can make a world of difference 
• Reconnect with love ones, friends and family members 
• Participate in some type of physical activity 
• Eat something healthy  
• Take a cat nap 
• Have some fun and laugh a little  

 
These are a few things that may help us recharge and be ready to serve our community. 

The citizens of Georgetown County deserve our best. 
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Mobile REACH Partnership Update with MUSC 
Lieutenant Dale Hewitt, Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

 

We continue to move forward with the pilot and provide excellent patient care to stroke 
patients in the community. Times of Door to REACH Neurologist consult initial average was 33 
minutes before the initial truck was outfitted in early 2016. With all new implemented REACH 
trucks, the average has dropped to around 18.6 minutes. 

 
This average includes patients that come in POV, but there is still a huge decrease in 

time.  We had one patient who received TPA with a time of 33 minutes.  While the trial remains 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., we are attempting to get the neurologist on 
board to expand to 24/7 by the end of the year. 

 
The pilot has caught the attention of Clemson University, and several representatives 

came down to view the program. The pilot was a key talking point in October during MUSC's 
telehealth day. 

 
This program has been a trial and error program as with any; but now that everything is 

flowing as it should, this will improve stroke patient care nationwide and opens doors to many 
other opportunities.   
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Emergency Services’ Birthdays 
Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

January February March 
Denise Delatte 1/01 
Ryan Price  1/05 
Alexander Slate 1/11 
Linda Ford  1/16 
Jeff Kosto  1/16 
Jesse Cooper 1/18 
Robert Coker  1/23 
Betty Miller  1/23 
Annie Bowers 1/28 
Nathaniel Herriott 1/31 
 

David Plucinski 2/04 
Leola Thompson 2/07 
Tarwanda McClary 2/13 
Hunter Smith  2/15 
April Johnson 2/18 
Vanessa Davis 2/18 
Robbie Williams 2/21 
Daniel Elmore 2/22 
Michael Elmore 2/22 
Paul Jolin  2/26 
 
 

David Cribb  3/01 
Adam Porter  3/04 
Harry Avant  3/08 
Charles Pyatt 3/14 
Brad Benjamin 3/22 
Garry Smalls  3/29 
Lesley Eastham 3/31 
  

 

Midway Fire Rescue 

January February March 
Nancy Crawford      1/01 
Emma Chidley                1/03 
Matthew Smittle              1/13 
William Tayloe                1/17 
James Boyd                    1/17 
Daniel Roy                      1/18 
Kurt Westenkircher         1/29 
Doug Eggiman                1/29 

 

Matthew Wilson          2/03 
Gerald Liberatore       2/07 
Tyler McCartney         2/09 
Adam Maag                2/10 
Daniel Weihert            2/13 
Christopher Holmes    2/20 
Joan Noble                  2/22 
Tiffany Eggiman          2/23 
 

Peter Copeland           3/06 
Howard Lutz                3/08 
James Crawford          3/24 
Jeremy Skinner           3/30 
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 Employee of the Third Quarter Named 
Sam Hodge, Georgetown County Emergency Management 

 
When I look at the nominations for Georgetown County Emergency Services and 

Georgetown County employee of the quarter, I look for someone that not only serves their own 
department but the county as a whole. Joseph Williamson is the perfect example of a team player 
whether at Midway Fire Department, Georgetown County Fire/EMS, the Georgetown County 
Sheriff’s Office, or any other county department and even reaching out to our local healthcare 
system, school district, and governmental parties like the US Coast Guard. I cannot think of any 
other individual that serves so many agencies and puts the time in on and off duty to make sure 
things come together and always putting others first. 
 
Eclipse Event “Totality” 

During the recent “eclipse” event, Joseph was instrumental in developing a redundant 
communications plan in the event emergency services lost communications, and put safeguards 
in place to ensure our communications were maintained throughout the event. These plans 
involved Georgetown County Emergency Services along with the Georgetown County Sheriff’s 
Office and other municipalities that require emergency communication. The plans were not 
needed, but all of our agencies were well prepared in the event there was a failure. 
 
P25 – 800 Mhz Radio Upgrade 

During the P25–800 MHz radio upgrade, Joseph was instrumental in spearheading this 
project not only for Georgetown County Emergency Services but also for the Georgetown 
County Sheriff’s Office and other municipalities that use our emergency communication system. 
Countless hours were put into this project to ensure all Georgetown County agencies using the 
radio system could communicate during transition from the old system to the new system. This 
project has been planned for the past few years, and there’s no doubt without Joseph’s guidance 
and expertise in the communication arena this would have never happened successfully.  Many 
long nights and time were put in to ensure the transition was successful.  Joseph quickly worked 
to solve issues from a third-party vendor, which had the potential to cripple our radio system. 
Joseph, along with other strike force team members, quickly went to work to fix the issues and 
maintained communications across the county. During this process, there were issues with the 
Tidelands Health radio system; Joseph quickly stepped in to service their radios and reprogram 
the old ones to maintain communications between the ambulances and hospitals.  
 
HAM Radio Project 

Joseph has stepped in to a small working group to help develop a HAM radio plan to give 
redundancy at Communications in the event of a total communication failure. This plan is 
currently being rolled out, and will put radio equipment at all emergency services departments 
and the Hospital System to create a redundant communication system across the county, region, 
and state.   
 
SC Communication Task Force 

Public Safety Communications and Emergency Operations Division of Technology 
requested that Joseph serve on a statewide task force for communications. Joseph accepted the 
invitation, and has served as an advisor and strike team member to ensure the state’s 
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communication networks maintain the highest level of operation and planning 
for the future needs of emergency communication statewide. He also serves on 
a communications strike team to serve during disasters and preplanned events. 
Serving on the state committee gives us a voice in future communications and 
better prepares Georgetown County.  
 
South Carolina Emergency Management Association (SCEMA) Workshop 

Joseph assisted with the setup of computers and AV equipment. As we 
all know, Joseph hit the door running once he arrived. No task was too small or 
large for him to handle, and he provided a great service to the Association 
workshop. 
 
Closing 

During past and recent special events across Georgetown County, 
Joseph has stepped up to provide communication guidance to ensure 
communication between First Responders, Parks and Recreation, and support 
agencies to allow a better command-and-control of these events which range 
from fishing tournaments, Georgetown City special events, marathons, to name 
a few. 
 
 

 
 

Georgetown County  
Emergency Services  

 
Emergency Services 

Administration 
 

Address 
2222-C Highmarket Street, 
Georgetown, S.C. 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3213 
 

Email 
thowle@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 
 Tracey Howle 

 
Emergency Management 

 
Address 

2222-C Highmarket Street, 
Georgetown, S.C. 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3273 
 

Email 
emergencymanagement@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Sam Hodge, Manager 
 

Midway Fire Rescue 
 

Address 

67 St. Paul’s Place 
Pawleys Island, SC 29585 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3620 
 

Email 
jwelch@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Doug Eggiman, Fire Chief 
 

Georgetown County Fire/EMS 
 

Address 
3605 Highmarket Street,  
Georgetown S.C. 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3271 
 

Email 
ahucks@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Tony Hucks, Assistant Chief 

 


