
Employee Newsletter 
Georgetown County Government  

September 2017 

M any do not realize that 
people need to get vac-

cines throughout their adult life. 
Vaccines are still important to good 
health and here are three major 
reasons why: 

1. You may be at risk for serious 
diseases that are still common in 
the U.S. Each year, thousands of 
adults in the United States get sick 
from diseases that could be pre-
vented by vaccines — some people 
are hospitalized, and others even 
die. Even if you got all your recom-
mended vaccines as a child, the 
protection from some vaccines can 
wear off over time. You may be at 
risk for other diseases due to your 
age, job, lifestyle, travel or health 
conditions. 

2. You can’t afford to risk getting 
sick. Even healthy people can get 
sick enough to miss work or school. 
If you’re sick, you may not be able 
to take care of your family or other 
responsibilities.  

3. You can protect your health 
and health of those around you by 
getting the recommended vaccines.  

• Vaccines work with your body’s 

natural defense to lower the chanc-
es of getting certain diseases, as 
well as suffering complications from 
these diseases. 

• Vaccines lower your chance of 

spreading certain diseases. There 
are many things you want to pass 
on to your loved ones — a vaccine-
preventable diseases is not one of 

them. Infants, older adults and 
people with weakened immune 
systems (like those undergoing 
cancer treatment) are especially 
vulnerable to vaccine-preventable 
diseases. 

• Vaccines are one of the safest 

ways to protect your health. Vac-
cine side effects are usually mild 
and go away on their own. Severe 
side effects are very rare. 

 

Getting vaccinated 

Adults can get vaccines at doc-
tors’ offices, pharmacies, workplac-
es, community health clinics, health 
departments and other locations. 
To find a vaccine provider near you, 
go to vaccine.healthmap.org. 

Most health insurance plans cov-
er the cost of recommended vac-
cines. Check with your insurance 
provider for details and for a list of 
vaccine providers. If you do not 
have health insurance, visit 
www.healthcare.gov to learn more 
about health coverage options.  

 

What vaccines do you need? 

All adults should get: 
• Flu vaccine annually to protect 

against seasonal flu 
• Td/Tdap to protect against teta-

nus, diphtheria and pertussis 
(whooping cough) 

Based on your age, health condi-
tions, vaccines you received as a 
child and other factors, you may 
need additional vaccines such as: 

• Chickenpox  
• Hepatitis A  
• Hepatitis B  
• Human Papillomavirus (HPV)  
• MMR 
• Meningococcal 
• Pneumococcal  
• Shingles 

There may be additional vaccines 
needed if you are traveling over-
seas.  

Always remember to check with 
you healthcare provider to see ex-
actly which vaccines you need. 

3 important reasons for adults to get vaccinated 

Nov. 8 from 7-10 a.m. 
at the Georgetown County Sheriff’s Office, 

430 N. Fraser St., Georgetown 

All full-time and part-time employees 

are eligible. Call ext. 3074 for details. 

HURRICANE  

RELIEF  

FUNDRAISER 

The Georgetown County Office of Veterans Affairs 

 is collecting money to aid victims of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. 

These storms devastated communities in Texas and Florida, leaving many  

homeless. If you would like to assist families who lost everything, a donation of 

even a dollar will help, said Veterans Affairs Manager David Murphy. 

Drop off donations in the Finance Department or Veterans Affairs Office by Oct. 2. 

Lessons 
Learned 
Tips from the Risk Manager 

Preventing slips and falls: 

It has probably happened to 
most of us. That momentary 
lapse of attention, thinking 
about a personal problem or 
getting distracted by an activi-
ty that ends in a slip, trip or 
fall. A stumble down a stair-
way. A trip over an uneven 
surface. Slipping on ice. 

It can lead to a variety of 
regrettable events ranging 
from a simple bruised shin to 
an extremely serious injury.  

Here are some tips to help 
you create a safer working 
environment for you and your 
employees: 

1. Create good housekeep-
ing practices. Good house-
keeping is critical. Safety and 
housekeeping go hand-in-
hand. If your facility’s house-
keeping habits are poor, the 
result may be a higher inci-
dence of employee injuries, 
ever-increasing insurance 
costs and regulatory citations.  

2. Reduce wet or slippery 
surfaces. Walking surfaces 
account for a significant por-
tion of injuries reported by 
state agencies. The most fre-
quently reported types of 
surfaces where these injuries 
occur include: parking lots, 
sidewalks (or lack thereof), 
food preparation areas and 
floors in general. Traction on 
outdoor surfaces can change 
considerably when weather 
conditions change.  

3. Avoid creating obstacles 
in aisles and walkways. Injuries 
can result from obstacles, 
clutter and materials in aisles, 
stairwells and walkways. 
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While most of us were 

hard at work on Aug. 25, 

we had vacation on the 

brain. The theme for 

August’s Spirit Day was 

“I Need A Vacation” and 

employees wore T-

shirts and hats pro-

claiming their favorite 

vacation destinations. 

Pictured at left is staff 

from the Pawleys Island 

Magistrate’s Office. 

Above is Treasurer’s 

Office staff. Don’t forget 

the theme for Septem-

ber will be Super Hero 

Day, and the theme for 

October is Orange and 

Black. Get your outfits 

ready now! View the full 

Spirit Day calendar on 

the Intranet. 

Vacation Dreams Sheriff ’s Office Training Day  

Members of the Georgetown County Sheriff’s Office SWAT 

team recently prepared themselves for an active shooter situa-

tion with a drill at Waccamaw High School. Pictured is SWAT 

Team member Chase Odell. Departments that would like to 

share photos of their staff at work are asked to send them to 

jbroach@gtcounty.org. 

HALLOWEEN 
Departments encouraged to participate 

in regional “ShakeOut” earthquake drill 
On Oct. 19 at 10:19 a.m., people across the Southeastern United States will 

practice how to drop, cover and hold on. The idea is to make sure everyone is 

prepared and knows what to do if our area is affected by an earthquake. 

This largescale drill is known as the “Great Southeast ShakeOut,” and all 

Georgetown County Departments and employees are encouraged to take just 

a few minutes and participate, wherever they may be. 

“You could be anywhere when an earthquake strikes — at home, at work, at 

school, in your car, or even on vacation,” said Cindy Grace of Georgetown 

County Emergency Management. “What you do now will determine your qual-

ity of life after a big earthquake. We want you to be prepared to survive and 

recover as quickly as possible.” 

On average, 10-15 earthquakes below a 3.0 magnitude occur per year in S.C. 

However, the largest earthquake to hit the Eastern U.S. happened near 

Charleston on Aug. 31, 1886. It had a magnitude of 7.3, caused major damage 

and claimed the lives of at least 110. For more information, call ext. 3273, visit 

www.shakeout.org/southeast, or email emergencymanagement@gtcounty.org. 


