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Lessons 
Learned 
Tips from the Risk Manager 

Let’s review ladder safety 

Whether you’re trying to 
grab those files from the top 
shelf , changing a light bulb or 
working on a repair, a lot of us 
use ladders on a regular basis. 
However, a moment of care-
lessness when using these 
tools can lead to serious inju-
ry. Here are a few safety tips 
to keep in mind when using 
ladders at work or at home: 

• As with any tool, read the 

manufacturer’s instructions 
that come with your ladder. 
They contain guidelines for 
weight and height limits, as 
well as for the proper use of 
their product. 

• Inspect any ladder before 

using it to make sure there are 
no loose or broken rungs. 

• Make sure the ladder is 
the right height for the job. 
Many accidents happen when 
people overextend their reach 
because their ladders are too 
short. 

• Never stand on a ladder’s 
bucket shelf. 

• Make sure the ladder is 
completely open and that all 
its feet are planted on a firm, 
level surface. Extension lad-
ders should not be placed at 
an angle that is too extreme. 

• Avoid using a metal ladder 

near electrical sources. 

• Face the ladder when 

climbing down and make sure 
your weight is centered be-
tween the two sides. 
 

Submitted by Holley Causey, 
Georgetown County 

Risk Manager 

Stay safe and well this spring 

County Administrator 

Seeing a medical professional 
for certain simple issues just got 
easier for state health plan sub-
scribers.  

BlueCross BlueShield recently 
notified customers of the launch 
of Blue CareOnDemand, a ser-
vice that allows those covered 
under the state health plan to 
see a doctor via computer or 
mobile device any time, day or 
night. 

During a video visit, a doctor 
will ask questions, answer ques-
tions, diagnose symptoms and — 
if appropriate — send in a pre-
scription to your local pharmacy. 

Of course, if you’d rather see 
your doctor in person, that op-
tion hasn’t gone anywhere. This 
is simply a new tool to make 
seeking medical advice and 
treatment easier. For details, 
visit southcarolinablues.com. 

State Health Plan 

introduces  

CareOnDemand 
Aside from this week’s cold snap, it has certainly been 

looking and feeling a lot like spring lately.  
The weather is warming, trees are blooming, weeds 

are popping up and of course there has been the perpet-
ual yellow of pollen covering everything outside (even as 
snow was falling in neighboring counties).  

If you are like me, I love this time of year. The days are 
getting longer, which means more time to spend outside 
after work and on my days off.  But all of this additional 
time outside can come at a cost if we are not careful. We 
are exposed to many things that our bodies are not yet ready for, so we 
have to take precautions to ensure that we remain healthy in both the short 
and long term. 

As I mentioned before, the amount of pollen in the air is overwhelming 
right now. For those with allergies, this can be a terrible time of year, espe-
cially if you forget your medication. But even for those of us who are not 
normally bothered, our bodies can be overwhelmed due to overexposure.  
So please, enjoy the outdoors and the beautiful weather we have been 
blessed with recently, but do so cautiously.  

The last thing any of us wants is to be sick from “too much of a good 
thing.” 

Likewise, many of us have had limited exposure to the sun for the last few 
months, and our tolerance to its UV rays is greatly diminished. So when you 
are out and about, please remember to use sunscreen. Even though the sun 
is not blazing down like it does in July or August, it will still damage our skin, 
which may have terrible effects on us years down the road. 

Have fun, but be careful! 

Walt Ackerman 

HR Director 

County employees had some fun on Feb. 24, when the 

theme for that month’s Spirit Day was Crazy Socks. If you 

didn’t already see the video slideshow of all the pictures 

that were submitted, it can be found on the GTC Morale 

Committee page on Youtube. At left, staff from the Build-

ing Department put their best foot forward. Above, Pro-

bate staff got crazy by putting their socks on their hands. 

Thanks to everyone who submitted photos — keep it up 

this month with Camo Day on March 31! We will also 

have Departmental Color Day (every department pick a 

color to wear!) on April 28, and Flip Flops and Flowers 

Day on May 26. 
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This month is probably best known for March Madness, but did you know it’s 

also the month when procurement professionals are recognized nationally? 

March is Procurement Month, when we recognize the important contribution 

procurement staff make every day to governmental efficiency and effectiveness. 

Pictured above is our own small-but-mighty procurement staff. From left, they 

are: Ann Puckett, purchasing assistant; Kyle Prufer, purchasing officer; and 

Nancy Silver, senior buyer. If you happen to see one of these fine folks this 

month, take a minute to stop and thank them for their hard work. 

2nd Place 

Finance Dept. 

Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection and paper shredding 

event set for April 1 in Litchfield 

March is Procurement Month Sheriff’s Office celebrates Law 

Enforcement Appreciation Day 

 

County-Sponsored Blood Drive 
 

Wednesday, April 5, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

at the Beck Recreation Center, 

2030 Church St., Georgetown 

Georgetown County employees who make a first-time  

blood donation will be credited with  four hours  

paid time off. Repeat donors will be credited with one hour. 

Donors are encouraged to schedule  

an appointment online at redcrossblood.org.  

Use the sponsor lookup code GeoCounty. 

 
Thinking about retirement? 

 

Retirement is one of the biggest decisions you will ever make 

in your life. Make sure you follow the steps that will be most 

beneficial to you.  If you’re considering retirement, please come 

by the Human Resources Department and discuss your  

retirement with staff in advance of retiring.  They’re here to 

help and can take you through those important steps so that 

you get the most out of your retirement. 

The Georgetown County Sheriff’s Office celebrated Law En-

forcement Appreciation Day on March 13. Pictured, Solicitor 

Jimmy Richardson, left, talks with Lt. Denise King during the 

luncheon, sponsored by Richardson’s office. 

The Georgetown County Stormwater and Environmental Ser-

vices divisions would like to remind all employees that an im-

portant community event is approaching.  

The divisions, along with Midway Fire Res-

cue, will host a semi-annual household haz-

ardous waste collection and paper shred-

ding event at Midway on Saturday, April 1, 

from 9 a.m. to noon. This event is an opportunity for all com-

munity residents to get rid of unwanted household hazardous 

waste, such as old paint, fertilizers, cleaning products, car 

batteries and more. The materials will be safely disposed of, 

helping ensure toxic chemicals from these items stay out of our 

water supply. A paper shredding truck will also be on site to 

help residents safely dispose of files and papers that may con-

tain confidential information.  

For details or if you have questions about this event, please 

contact Terri Davis at 545-3524 or tdavis@gtcounty.org. 


