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THE TONE OUT 
     

 

 

 

“2016 Fitness in Action Award” 
Fire Chief Doug Eggiman, Midway Fire Rescue 

 
As the South Carolina State Firefighter’s Association Convention 

leaves Myrtle Beach for a new venue in 2018, Midway Fire Rescue 

brings home the inaugural 2016 Fitness in Action Award for 

combination departments in South Carolina. 

 

Congratulations! 
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“Welcome to the 2017 Hurricane Season” 
Georgetown County Emergency Management 

 
With the 2017 hurricane season starting on June 1st, we wanted to share some 

information and tips on how you and your family can be better prepared to deal with all of the 

issues a tropical storm/hurricane can bring.  According to the Colorado State University Tropical 

Meteorology Project prediction released April 6th, a total of eleven named storms, four 

hurricanes, and two major hurricanes are expected this season. 

 

Although hurricane season peaks in August, there are things you and your family can do 

now to be better prepared: 

 

1. Review your homeowners insurance: 

 

a. Make sure you are covered should a hurricane damage your home. A regular 

policy deductible might not apply; many policies have separate windstorm or 

hurricane deductibles set as a percentage of your home’s insured value. 

 

b. You’ll also need a separate flood insurance policy to cover any storm damage 

caused by flooding. It usually takes up to 30 days to obtain a flood insurance 

policy, so don’t wait to get one before a hurricane starts heading this way. 

 
c. Prepare your home and vehicles according to your policy, and know where 

your insurance documents are located – take them with you if you evacuate. 

 

2. Prepare an emergency supply kit: 

 

a. Get your supplies before hurricane season begins. Have enough food and 

water for each person and pet for at least one week.  

 

b. Think of what you and your family will need to survive, and place the kit in a 

safe, handy place so you can grab it quickly if you have to evacuate. 

 

c. Radios, batteries, and phone chargers are must haves.  

 
d. Gas up your vehicle. You’ll need enough fuel to evacuate to a safe place 

during an emergency. 

 

e. Include financial and other documents that are hard to replace (i.e., birth 

certificates, Social Security cards, deeds or leases, etc.).  Put them in a plastic 

resealable bag, and place them in your kit for quick access. 
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f. Pack medications and any medical supplies that you may need. 

 

g. Don’t forget to keep some cash on hand since ATMs won’t work if the power 

is out and banks will most likely be closed. 

 

3. Determine your risk:  

 

a. Find out what types of wind and water hazards that could affect where you 

live and work, and then start preparing for them now. 

 

b. Hurricanes don’t just affect the immediate coast; their impacts can be felt 

hundreds of miles inland. 

 

c. Some of the hazards associated with tropical storms/hurricanes include 

storm surge, inland flooding due to heavy rainfall, tornadoes, strong winds, 

rip currents, and large waves. 

 

4. Develop an evacuation plan for you and your family: 

 

a. Where will you go? 

 

b. How will you get there? 

 

c. Is it safer to shelter in place in your home? 

 

d. If an evacuation is called for by the Governor, do you know which Hurricane 

Surge Zone you live and work in? Go to the County’s GIS server, and put in 

your address to see which zone you are in.  You don’t need to go hundreds of 

miles inland; just go to a hotel or stay with friends or family in a zone that is 

not required to evacuate.  Don’t forget to include your pets in your 

evacuation plan, and be sure to put your plan in writing.  

 

e. Do you know your evacuation route? 

 

5. Strengthen your home: 

 

a. If you plan to ride out the storm, make sure your home is in good repair and 

up to local hurricane building code specifications. 

 

b. Many home retrofits don’t cost much or take as long as you might think. 

Some options are trimming trees on your property, shop for approved 

window coverings (i.e., storm shutters), collect loose outdoor items, and 

secure all doors on your property. 
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c. Be sure to find a safe location for your vehicle or boat. 

 

d. Remember, the garage door is the most vulnerable part of your home, so it 

must be able to withstand the high winds. 

 

6. Check on your neighbors: 

 

a. Help your neighbors prepare for a storm. Then, after the storm, check in to 

make sure they are okay. 

 

b. They may need help collecting supplies to strengthen their home, and might 

need help with evacuation. 

 

7. Complete your hurricane plan, and discuss it with your family members. 

 

a. Writing down your plan will help you avoid mistakes when faced with an 

emergency and ensure everyone in your home is prepared for the next 

storm.  

 

b. Share your plan; keep your important documents together for quick access; 

and have photo documentation of your valuables. 

 
 

Below is a list of 2017 Hurricane/Tropical Storm names: 

 

 
 
 

Here’s hoping this hurricane season turns out to be a quiet one, but remember, it only 

takes one storm to change our lives and our community. 
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“Severe Thunderstorm Safety” 
Georgetown County Emergency Management 

 

 Severe thunderstorms are officially defined as storms that are capable of producing hail 

that is an inch or larger or wind gusts over 58 mph. Hail this size can damage property such as 

plants, roofs, and vehicles. Wind this strong can break off large branches, knock over trees, or 

cause structural damage to trees. Some severe thunderstorms can produce hail larger than 

softballs or winds over 100 mph, so please pay attention to the weather so you know when 

severe storms are possible. Thunderstorms also produce tornadoes and dangerous lightning. 

Heavy rain can cause flash flooding. 

 

Every thunderstorm produces lightning. While lightning fatalities have decreased over 

the past 30 years, lightning continues to be one of the top three storm-related killers in the 

United States. On average in the U.S., lightning kills 51 people and injures hundreds more 

annually.  Although most lightning victims survive, people struck by lightning often report a 

variety of long-term, debilitating symptoms. 

 

Facts about Thunderstorms: 

 

• They may occur singly, in clusters or in lines. 

• Some of the most severe occur when a single thunderstorm affects one location for 

an extended time. 

• Thunderstorms typically produce heavy rain for a brief period, anywhere from 30 

minutes to an hour. 

• Warm, humid conditions are highly favorable for thunderstorm development. 

• About 10% of thunderstorms are classified as severe (one that produces hail at least 

an inch or larger in diameter, has winds of 58 miles per hour or higher or produces 

a tornado). 

 

Facts about Lightning: 

 

• Lightning’s unpredictability increases the risk to individuals and property. 

• Lightning often strikes outside of heavy rain, and may occur as far as 10 miles away 

from any rainfall. 

• “Heat lightning” is actually lightning from a thunderstorm too far away from thunder 

to be heard. However, the storm may be moving in your direction. 

• Most lightning deaths and injuries occur when people are caught outdoors in the 

summer months during the afternoon and evening. 

• Your chances of being struck by lightning are estimated to be 1 in 600,000 but could 

be reduced even further by following safety precautions. 

• Lightning strike victims carry no electrical charge and should be attended to 

immediately.  
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“Break the Grip of the Rip” 
Division Chief James Payne, Midway Fire Rescue 

 
Each year more than 100 beachgoers drown to 

strong river-like channels of fast moving water that pull 

swimmers away from the safety of the shore (U.S. 

Lifesaving Association).  Keep in mind this is just statistics 

from the United States. According to The U.S. Lifesaving 

Association, nearly half of all rescues made are related to 

swimmers in distress in rip currents.  

It is a common perception that rip currents pull 

swimmers under water; as a matter of fact, they are strong 

narrow currents that flow away from the safety of the 

beach.  They have been known to be “Rivers of the Sea”. 

(Casey, Coastal Hazards Specialist) 

In most cases swimmers panic which causes them 

to go under the water due to the fact that they feel like the 

current is pulling them down. Rip currents will not pull you under the water. 

There are multiple types of rip currents that will form in different ways such as quickly changing 

wave heights which will occur at spots where swells roll in. Rip currents also occur due to spots where 

there is a break in a sand bar. Water will break on shore and then follow the path of least resistance 

where the sand bar has a break creating a rip current. Rip currents will at times also appear around 

structures such as piers, groins, and jetties. 

Although breaking waves can trigger a rip current, keep in mind that rip currents are most 

hazardous at low tide when the water is already in the motion of pulling away from the beach. Many 

people will call a rip current a rip tide, but tides are considered to be very slow changes in the water 

level and will not induce a rip current. Ms. Casey (Coastal Hazards Specialist) states a rip current is not a 

tide at all. 

Swimmers should identify and understand rip currents before they enter the water. Beachgoers 

should avoid rip currents at all cost. Identification and knowing how to swim with the rip current will 

greatly improve survival. Beachgoers should look for areas where the water is a different color, a line of 

foam, seaweed, and debris that is moving out to sea and a break in incoming waves. 

Most often the rip current will start to take over a swimmer in waist high water. Many times a 

swimmer will dive under a wave and, when they resurface, find that they are now much farther away 

from the beach than before and still continually being pulled to sea.  

If caught in a rip current, it is best not to try and swim against the current.  Swimmers should 

stay afloat and travel with the current until they wash out of the rip and travel back to shore. Many 

times rip currents will eventually travel in a motion back to shore. 

 

Some helpful tips if caught in a Rip Current: 

• Don’t fight the current; conserve energy. 

• Swim with the current then, when possible, back to shore. 

• If you can’t escape the current, tread water as long as possible. 

• When possible, wave and get assistance. 

 

Have a great summer……. 
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“Fireworks Safety” 
Division Chief Todd Blomdahl, Midway Fire Rescue 

 
It’s that time of year in South Carolina when residents and visitors use fireworks for fun 

and festivities.  But it is important to be aware that more than 32,000 fires occur annually in the 

United States due to the mishandling of fireworks, and these fires cause more than $30 million 

in property damage.  In addition, many individuals are seriously injured by the misuse of 

fireworks. 

  

Please follow these simple fireworks safety 

tips to ensure your summer activities are fun and 

festive: 

• Never let children under the age of 16 

handle, play with, or light any 

fireworks.  A celebration can quickly 

turn tragic if a child is injured. 

• Use fireworks outside, never indoors 

or in a garage.  Use a clear, open area, 

and keep your audience a safe 

distance from the site where 

fireworks will be ignited. 

• Never aim, point, or throw fireworks 

at other persons, vehicles, or 

buildings. 

• Do not discharge fireworks from any 

vehicle. 

  

 

 

Special Note:  South Carolina Resident Fire Marshals have determined that Kongming 

Lanterns (i.e., sky lanterns, Chinese lanterns, sky candles, fire balloons) present a serious fire 

and safety hazard when released into the sky.  As a result, these devices are banned from use 

unless they are securely anchored or tethered. 

  

For more information about fireworks safety or to determine if the use of fireworks is 

allowable in your area, please contact your local fire official. 
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“New SeaArk MVT 1650 Rescue Boats” 
Battalion Chief Carr Gilmore, Midway Fire Rescue 

 

 After an extensive review, evaluation, and consideration into not only current but future 

needs of the community, Midway Fire Rescue worked with Mr. Hemingway to be able to 

purchase two SeaArk MVT 1650 rescue boats 

for Midway Fire Rescue from The Boat Shed 

in Georgetown, SC.  Brian Welch was a huge 

asset to this project and provided a lot of 

really solid technical information and 

assistance as we worked through the idea, 

specifications, power options, and finally 

purchasing and equipping process. 

These boats will be able to be deployed 

throughout the county and state in the event 

of flooding or any type of water rescue 

emergencies.   

 

The boats are purpose built to be wider, and have more stable platforms that can go as 

shallow as 18-inches of water with solid reinforced hulls to access victims and perform rescue 

work in the most severe of water environments.  The new boats are identified as River 2, 

assigned to Station 82 and River 3, assigned to Station 83.  The units will deploy with Surf 

Rescue Trucks and have a crew of three including a boat operator and two rescue swimmers.  

Midway firefighters have been training on these units extensively. 

 

These boats will be able to deploy quickly 

and make access to patients or victims in the 

water of areas of the creeks and marshes much 

quicker due to their construction and design to get 

into very shallow waters.  The boats incorporate a 

tunneled design into the hull along with two 

floatation pods on the transom to allow these 

boats to navigate shallow or hazardous waters.  

They have a lifetime Hull warranty and, for safety, 

are equipped with LED navigation lights, dual HD bilge pumps, HD battery switch, and hand rails 

mounted along the sides of the boat to assist with victim rescue.   

 

The boats are powered with a Yamaha F40 outboard motor with true electric tilt/trim to 

allow the operator to raise and lower the motor while not having to stand or lean to manually 

raise and lower the motor.  The tiller drive motors are equipped with 13-inch Pro-Guard Prop 

Guards to prevent damage to the motor and prop as well as for rescuer and victim safety for 

any in-water approach rescues.  The boats are fully equipped with four Force 6 Rescuer 

universal PFD’s, throw bag, two floatation devices, dry bags, dock lines, four additional PFD’s, 
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oars, flares, a complete set of waterway maps and charts, interior lighting, mount for Garmin 

78sc GPS, and a Standard VHF/GPS radio with WAAS and DSC.   

 

The boats are fully operational for dusk and nighttime operations.  To assist with Search 

and Rescue missions, we custom built and mounted three Black Oak LED lights, two 4-inch 

PODS, and one 10-inch LED Spot/Floodlight bar that produces a combined 17,240 Lumens and 

only draws 9 amps.  The LED light mounting was custom built by FP1 Dumont.  The entire 

electrical system has sealed waterproof connections and continuous non-spliced runs of #10 

AWG to ensure reliability. The boats will also have non-slip traction decking placed on the decks 

to improve rescuer safety. 

 

Both River 2 and 3 will fulfill a much needed resource for Midway Fire Rescue in all the 

hazards we may respond to both now and well into the future. 
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“Rescuing the Rescuer” 
Battalion Chief Jeff Pifer, Midway Fire Rescue 

 

As firefighters, we can get regularly called upon to rescue the people in the community 

we serve.  It may be pulling someone from a burning building, helping someone off the floor 

after a fall, or transporting a STEMI patient and getting 

them quickly to the Cath lab.  But sometimes we are the 

ones who need to be rescued.  There are many classes 

offered on Rescuing the Rescuer on the Fire Ground.   

We need to know how to use our RIT packs, how to set 

up RIT Team Operations, and how to get a downed 

firefighter out of a second floor window with a high 

point anchor system. 

 

But sometimes we need rescuing from situations 

that do not involve firefighting or heroism.  As 

firefighters, we are a reflection of our community.  We 

can have the same issues that afflict the people we 

serve including high blood pressure, cardiac issues, 

cancer, and obesity to name a few.  There is a network 

set up to “Rescue” us with all the medical/health issues 

we could face.  Annual physicals, seeing our personal 

physician, participating in physical training, and eating 

healthy can assist us in getting past our medical health issues. 

 

As first responders, the nature of the job exposes us to increased risk for mental health 

issues.  The stress of seeing what we see and doing what we do on a daily basis can take its toll 

on our mental health.  We see and do things the general public does not.  Lack of sleep can also 

lead to mental health issues.   

 

Like the public we serve, we are susceptible to alcohol or drug abuse, depression, 

anxiety, PTSD, and suicide.  I have seen first-hand what these can do to a firefighter, their 

career, their family, and their friends.  The key is to seek help.  Don’t go through issues like 

these alone. There is a network of assistance for these types of issues.  The county has an 

Employee Assistance Program.  Our insurance through the State Health Plan covers treatment 

for depression, substance abuse, and anxiety.  Your personal physician can be a great resource 

with mental health issues.  The SC Firefighters Association has a network of peer counselors 

that are trained to assist firefighters that are in need.   You just need to reach out.   

 

Please, reach out before your career and family are affected.   Sometimes that rescuer 

needs to be rescued.  

 

Photo Credit: Daniel Sundahl 



 11 

Emergency Services Birthdays 

Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

July August September 

Joseph Holmes 7/04 
Justin Carter  7/09 
Bryan Sherman 7/10 
Lee Tracy  7/11 
Ryan Allen  7/16 
Jennifer Dehart 7/22 
Richard Price 7/26 
Lucretia Holmes 7/29 
 

Jim Thomas  8/01 
Jennifer Brown 8/04 
Jessica Cortez 8/05 
Justin Russ  8/11 
Mack Nesmith 8/17 
Bill Porter  8/18 
Zalaka Johnson 8/19 
Edsel Moore  8/20 
Jeff Ricks  8/28 
Daquan Brown 8/29 
Robert Maciariello 8/30 

Keith Ziegenhorn 9/02 
Eric Hemeon  9/03 
Lee Reed  9/05 
Bill Collins  9/08 
Diane Wright  9/10 
George Avant 9/13 
Annie Stewart 9/13 
Remella Anderson 9/14 
John Guiles  9/16 
Tony Hucks  9/16 
Melissa White 9/19 
Ron Smith  9/20 
Jeff Conley  9/20 
Melvin Holt  9/23 
Steve Richards 9/27 
Traci Hessler  9/27 
John Young  9/28 
York Winns  9/30 
  

 

Midway Fire Rescue 

July August September 
Bill Dougan      7/01 
Steve Brubaker  7/16 
James McGloin  7/20 
Adham DuMont  7/23 
Frank Steitz       7/23 
Carr Gilmore      7/27  
Jesse Morgan    7/28        

Donald Fishburn  8/01 
Gary Cracknell    8/07 
Eve Eggiman       8/09 
Steve Morales     8/17 
Henry Hulit          8/19 
James Costanza 8/19 
John Stewart      8/21 
Jim Duley           8/22 

   Joe Anderson       9/02 
Justin Wackerly    9/02 
Rev. Wil Keith      9/04             
Kevin McLaughlin  9/06 
Chad Rowell          9/10 
Todd Blomdahl      9/12 
 Jeffrey Lattig         9/15 
 Adam DeLuca       9/17 
 Niki Crippen          9/18 
 Scot Strayhorn      9/23 

    Brianna Knox        9/25 
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Emergency Services Employee of the Quarter 
Assistant Fire Chief Anthony Hucks, Georgetown County Fire/EMS 

 

Firefighter/EMT David Scoggins was selected as the Emergency 

Services and County’s Employee of the Quarter for the First Quarter of 2017. 

David came to work with Georgetown County Fire/EMS in January of 2012. He 

shows pride in his job each and 

every shift. He has received many 

compliments on his 

professionalism and his caring 

nature. He checks the 

ambulances once a month to 

make sure they are in 

compliance, and makes sure the 

crews keep their trucks clean and 

in good shape. He also sits on the 

department’s OIP committee. He 

makes sure when he has a 

concern about something, he 

brings a well thought out solution to the table to address his concern. When 

he is assigned a task, he follows through in a timely manner, and his work is 

always thorough. He is well deserving of this award. 

 

Please join me in congratulating David again on a job well done, and 

keep up the excellent work! 

 

 
 

Georgetown County  
Emergency Services  

 
Emergency Services 

Administration 
 

Address 
2222-C Highmarket Street, 
Georgetown, S.C. 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3213 
 

Email 
thowle@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 
 Tracey Howle 

 
Emergency Management 

 
Address 

2222-C Highmarket Street, 
Georgetown, S.C. 29440 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3273 
 

Email 
emergencymanagement@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Sam Hodge, Manager 
 

Midway Fire Rescue 
 

Address 

67 St. Paul’s Place 
Pawleys Island, SC 29585 

 
Phone 

(843) 545-3620 
 

Email 
jwelch@gtcounty.org 

 
Point of Contact 

Doug Eggiman, Fire Chief 
 

Georgetown County Fire/EMS 
 

Address 
3605 Highmarket Street, Georgetown 

S.C. 29440 
 

Phone 
(843) 545-3271 

 
Email 

ahucks@gtcounty.org 
 

Point of Contact 
Tony Hucks, Assistant Chief 

 


